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NOVEMBER MEETING
Philadelphia Section, American Society of Civil Engineers
Sponsored by the Structural Group

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1975
Engineers' Club, 1317 Spruce Street, Philadelphia

Cocktails — 5:30 Dinner — 6:30 Meeting — 7:30
SUBJECT:

THE HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING REQOR-D PROGRAM AND

IT8 POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA.
SPHAKER:

ERIC N. DeLONY, Principal Architect, Historic American Enginsering Record

(HAER), National Park Service, U. 8. Department of the Interior
PROGRAM HOST:

PROFESSOR FREDERIC ROLL, Chairman, Structural Group

Philadelphia and environs possess some of the richest
resources of historic engineering and technological mon-
uments in the United States. Mr. DeLony’s talk will re-
view the objectives of HAER, a preservation program of
the National Park Service, and demonstrate how his office
has contributed towards the preservation of these types
of resources. The talk will be illustrated with examples
of historic engineering and industrial works from the
Philadelphia area.

o

Eric N. Delony has been the principal architect of
HAER since its organization in 1869, Prior to his appointment, he worked with
the National Park Bervice summer survey teams, while a student at Ohioc State
University, from which he received a Bachelor of Architecture degree in 1968. Mr.
DeLony also attended Columbia University, from which his Masters Degree in His-
toric Preservation ig pending. In 1971-72, Mr, DeLony wasg on a Fulbright Fellow-
ship te Great Britian, to do research on the Industrial Revolution anhg the history
of Civil Engineering, wih particular emphasis on the technigues and philosophy of
preserving structureg representative of these aspects of PBritish history. Since
then, Mr. DeLony and his office have worked with interested individuals, preservation
organizations, the professional engineering societies, and other governmental agen-
cies, to achieve a gimilar record of appreciation and preservation of American Tech-
nological monumernits.

SPECIAL FRATURE: “University of Pennsyivania Night”

The U. of Pa. ASCHE Student Chapter officers and members, Phila. Section
Contact Asscciates and Advisors, as well as the Civil Engineering Department
student body, faculty and alqmni — will be honored. All Penn C.E. students,
facully and alumni are cordially invited to aftend.

Free Beer and Refreshments of fhé Meeting
Mail Reservation Cards Immediately — Win a ‘FREE DINNER!
STUDENTS — Plan to attend for Dinner (Half Price} or meeting after Dlnner

PROJECT
NOMINATIONS SOUGHT

The Committee for 1976 Engineers’
Week seeks nominations for the most
outstanding engineering achievements in
Delaware Valley, Projects selected from
the nominations will receive special rec-
ognition during the observance of Na-
tional Engineers’ Week in Delaware Val-
ley next  February 20-28

The nominations should include a brief
description of the project by the firm or
individual, its completion date and the
name and address of the person with
authenticating information.

The deadline for filing nominations is
November 15 1975, and thus they
should be sent immediately to James A.
Drobile, chairman, Committee on Out-
standing Engineering Achievements, 1976
Engineers’ Week Commiltee, 1317 8pruce
St., Philadelphia Pa. 19107,

“Suggested projects should clearly and
forcefully illustrate the significant ben-
efits which engineers and engineering
confer upon society.and ecivilization, in
support of the 1976 Hngineers® Week
theme, “American Ingenuity: 200 Years
of Engineering,” Drobile said. “Projects
should bear relationship {o the Delaware
Valley by virtue of having been origi-
nated or performed here; however their
impact or usefulness need not be so
limited. The date of the achievement
is not critical and projects may involve
any field of engineering.”

DON'T FORGET: The Square Dance is
on November 7Tth (Friday Night) at §:30
at the Engineers’ Club. This is a beef
and beer social so if you don't care to
sguare dance come anyway. Based up-
on last year's we guarantee you'll have
a good time. We need you to make this
a success, Dress is casual and tickets
are available at the door ($4.25 per
person).
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QCTOBER MEETING
October 14, 1975
Engineers’ Club

The 1975-76 Philadelphia Section pro-
gram got off to a flying start on Tues-
day, October 14 1975 with the first
main section meeting of the season. A
large crowd of over 150 was on hand
to hear the main address and it was
evident that the trend of large student
member aftendance was continuing.

It was Villanova Night and a very
vocal contingent of Villanova students
did their best to make their presence
known,

DiGioia and Gallen. Guests

Dr. Anthony M. DiGicia, Director of
District 4 was introduced and pledged
his continued efforts on bdehalf of the
Philadelphia Section. He noted that he
was ready and willing te help with any
matters that should be brought before
the Board of Directors.

John Gallen, was introduced and de-
livered a pitch for
from individual members for the Nation-
al Clonvention te be held in Philadelphia
in September, 1976. Dean Gallen is re-
sponsible for the coordination of & pub-
lication entitled, “History of Engineer-
ing and Construction in the Delaware
Valley”. This hookiet is envisioned as
a main fund raising instrument for the
National Convention. Proceeds will be
used to offset expenseg which tradition-
ally are the responsibility of the host
Section,

Villanova Student Chapter

Dr. Edward Wallo, Faculty Advisor
to the Villanova Student Chapter intro-
duced the Student Chapter officers and
Professor Richard H. Miller, Chairman
of the Civil Engineering Department
described the undergraduate curriculum
and discussed current activities at Vil-
lanova.

Student Chapter President Joseph
Cavaliere delivered a short address in
which he praised the work of his fellow
students and made note of the coopera-
tion he had received from the Civil
Engineering facuity.

Dr. Robert Lynch was intreduced and
was congratulated on his appointmenit

financial support .

a8 Dean of Hngineering at Villanova.
Dean Lynch is a Ddrector of the Phila-
delphia Section and formerly was the
Faculty Advisor to the Villanova Stu-
dent Chapter,

50th Anniversary

Following the remarks by the Villan-
ova representatives, Dr. Koerner pre-
sented the Student Chapter with a Ci-
tation in recognition of 50 years of
memberghip and service to the Society.
Alumni and faculty were asked to stand
and it was obvious that this University
has had an strong influence on engineer-
ing in the Delaware Valley.
Temple Well Represented

Temple University is chviously intent
on continuing the high degree of pro-
fessional invelvement which was so no-
ticeable last year. Almost 30 members
of their Student Chapter and several
faculty members were present to hear
the main address.
Investigation Ordered

The customary drawing for a free din-
ner was held to reward those members
who were kind enough to send in reser-
vation cards. Dr, Koerner ordered an
immediate investigation when Bill Ma-
larkey's card was pulled. Bill is the
Meeting Committee Chairman and was
reportedly seen tampering with the ci-
gar box shortly before the drawing. Dr.
Koerner emphasized that there was no
truth to the rumor that the other cards
had been glued to the bottom of the box.

Main Address

The audience at the September meet-
ing of the Philadelphia Section was
treated to a fine presentation by Mr.
John Trimmer, Executive Vice President,
Asgociated Builders ang Contractors,
Inc, (ABC) about the topic of the merit
shop., Mr. Tritnmer, through the use of
current studies on merit ghoep, engrossed
the audience.

My. Trimmer has heen associated with
ABC for a number of years and was
well qualified to present not only the
current operation of the merit shop but
aiso the historical development of the
merit shop construction labor concept.

Mr, Trimmer stated that when he was
{eontinued on page 5)

DISTRICT 4 MEETING

At District 4 Council meeting held in
Hershey, Pa. on September 19 and 20
it was decided to establish Task Forces
in the following areas to agsess the im-
pact which current policies and praec-
tices hiave on the engineering profession.

*  Land Use Planning

*  HEngineer's Regisiration
Procurement of Professional
Serviceg

Section members are being sought to
serve on {hese commitiees and anyone
who is interested should contach Dr.
Koerner at Drexel University.

———

PARKING BARGAIN

The Philadelphia Engineers’ Club has
arranged with the operator of the park-
ing lot on Juniper Street (along side the
Club building) for reduced parking rates
for persons attending ASCE activities at
the Engineers’ Clubh. The reduced rate
will be $1.50 (regular charge is $2.00)
bhut you must alert the attendant that
you are going to the Engineers’ Club.

PHILADELPHIA SECTION
AMERICAN SCCIETY OF
CIVIL ENGINEERS

Officers 1975-1976

PRESIDENT
Bobert M. Koerner
VICE PRESIDENTS
Will M. Heiser Walter H. Clark
SECRETARY
Ira N. Pierce
ABSISTANT SECRETARY
Joseph M. Cervone
TREASURTLR
Theodore Ilavis
MEMBERSHIF SECRETARY
Gerald M. McDonnell
DIRECTORS
Howard Minelkler George N. Bestie
Robert Lynch Izobert C. Be.fi
Charles Peters
Ernest Brizell
(from Associate Member Tormm)
PAST PRESIDENTS
James W. McPhiilips Lawrence M. Moy
Alfred O. Quinn

"OLD FASHIONED SQUARE DANCE"
— ANNUAL FALL SOCIAL —

Sponsored and arranged by the ‘Women's Auxiliary, Phila. Section, ASCE
Engineers’ Club — FRIDAY, NOVEMEER 7, 1975, 8:30 P.M,
Enjoy an evening of fun and good feilowship!

BEEF N' BEER AND PRIZES

Tickets $4.25 per person — For Information Contact
MRS. ROBERT E. CHESTER (Glorig}
315 Canterbury Road, Havertown, Pa. 19083 - Phone: HI 9-4069

Tickets will be available at the door

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTERE
Sidney Robin
Chairman and Editor of THE NEWS
Staff Writers:
Will M. Heizer Joseph R. Syrnick
John E. Spitke
Associate Member Forom News Hditor:
William J. Parente
Publications Coordinator:
Adbert M. Taniala
Advertizing Manager:
Joseph M. Cervone
SEND COPY TO:

Sidney Robin
4745 N. 12th Street
Philadelphia, Penna. 19141

COPY DEADLINE FOR
DECEMBER, 1975 ISSUE
NOVEMBER. 25, 19%5
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TECHNICAL GROUF ACTIVITIES

Gieotechnical

Date: Tuesday, November 18, 1975

Location: Enginezrs’ Club— 7:00 FP.M.
(Dinner in the main dining room
optional at 6:00 P.M.)

Subjects and Speakers: “Shalicw Foun-
dations in the Delaware Valley Area”
Cetin A. Okeunoglu, President, Geotech
Inc.

“Shallow Foundations in Cavernous
Limestone Areas’ — Jim . Kim, As-
sociate, Woodward-Clyde Consultants

Program Host: Dr. 8. V. Nathan,
Chairman, Geotechnical Group

el # H

Hydraulics and Sanitary

Date: Fhursday, December 4, 1875

Location: Engineers Club, Luncheon
(12 Noon) :

Subject: ‘“International Wastewater
Treatment”

Speaker: Carmen F. Guarino, Commis-
sioner, Philadelphia Water Department

Program Host: Dr. Carl M, Koch, Chair-
man, Hydraulics and Sanitary Group

& ES ES

Transportation and Urban Development

Datfe: Tuesday, November 18, 1975

Location: Engineers’ Club, Luncheon
{12 Noon)

SBubject: “Fublic Eramsit Operations in
the Suburbs™

Speaker: Richard Orth, Vice-President,
Bimpsoen and Curtin Consultants

Program Host: Leuis W, Petulla, Chair-
man, Trangportation and Urhan De-
velopment Group

—— T G .

NEW JERSEY SECTION
CENTRAL JERSEY BRANCH

November Meeting

Date: Tuesday, November 18, 1875

Location: Facuity Alumni Dining Room
Rutgers University Campus
New Brunswick, New Jersey

Host: Rutgers University Student
Chapter ASCH

Specifics: For further infermation or
reservations please confact Mr. Clark
Gilman of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of BEovironmental Protection.
Mr. Gilman is the program coordina-
tor for the Central Jersey Branch and
may be reached at (609) 252-2208,

SR -

~ Notice: If THE NEWS arrives late —
ar you forget to mail your dinner card —
please call The Engineer's Club, PR 5-
5234 and leave word for Mr. DeKovacs,
i Exec. Mgr. to reserve a dinner plate for
| you. Of course, you are welcome for the
. meeting later, if you are unable to have
' dinner. No reservation necessary.

"COUNTDOWN
TO
CONVENTION"

The 1976 ASCE
National Convention
and Exposition
September 27 - October 1, 1976
Sheraton IHotel Philadelphia, Penna.

Theme: “dmerican Ciwil Engtigering —
A Bicentennial of Public Service”

Good evening ladies and genilemen,
this iz Walter Crackpet with an update
of sporting and entertainment news
around the Nation for Tuesday, Sepiem-
ber 28, 1976.

Philadelphia . ..

*  The Phillies got another impressive
effort from their powerhouse lineup to-
day as fhey clebbered the New York
Mets 11-2. They now lead the second
place Chicago Cubs by 14% games with
only two regular season games remain-
ing. QOscar Frisbie, a spring tralmng
walk-on, appears to be a shoo-in for the
Cy Young Awa-rd,' having compiled a
league leading 26-3 record, with an as-
tonishing 1.07 ERA. Terry Harmon,
playing in 148 games this year while
substituting for the ijury prone key-
stone combo of Larry Bowa and Dave
Cash, hag amazed everyone (especially
interim manager Gene Mauch) by hitiing
348 with 27 home runs, and 98 runs
batted in. Tony Taylor, retrieved from
a premalure retirement, has just col-
lected his 2200th career hit to raise his
1976 batting average to .364.

*  RBeverly Sills opened the Philadel-
phia Lyric Opera. season last night with
another gcintillating performance. Fol-
lowing her performance she received
38 curtain calls.

The Philadelphia Eagles today an-
nounced the acquisition of O, J. S8impson
and Mean Joe Greene. Coach MeCor-
mack indicated that although he was
reluctant fo tamper with a lineup that
had won 19 straight games (regular,
post. and pre-season) he did feel these
recent additions counld add depih fo the
special teams.

* The Flyers apparently enrcufe io
their 4th conseculive Stanley Cup Cham-
pionship, won their second regular sea-
gon game loday by & wcore of 4-1. Rick
Macleish kept his consecutive game goal
scoring streak alive al 58 games {over
two seasons).

*  Owner Irv Kosloff announced today
that all litigation involving Billy Cun-
ningham has been dropped. Billy, last
year's MVP, iz expected fo lead the
76ers to their second consecutive NBA
championship. Shortly after the above

announcement was made, the Bar As-
sociation closed their Philadelphia Office.

*  But the big story in Philadelphia,
is the ASCE Nafional Convention which
aopened yesterday to a packed houge at
the Sheraton Hotel. Milton Shapp, the
leading Democratic presidential candi-
date, did a commendable job pinch-
hitting as keynote speaker for President
Ford, who was forced te cancel at the
last minute due to the current Latvian
crisis,

Cab drivers conmstruciion workers,
hotel doormen, could be heard discussing
the significant achievements of pegple
like Karl Terzaghi, Hardy Cross, O. H.
Ammann, John Sfevens, and General
Goethals.,  School children throughout
the Delaware Valley could be heard
humming the popular ditly, “Roebling’s
Bridge Ain’t Falling Down”. And every-
one, everywhere was talking about Leo
{zoldstein’s lavish Icebreaker Cocktail
Party at the Sheraton last night.

Well OK! Perhaps we've gone a bit
tece far. Maybe the Phils won't clinch
the Eastern division iitle until the last
week of the season, and we'll concede
that O. J. could probably fit in some-
where in the Eagle backfield. It's pos-
sible thal some clown would boo Beverly
Silis, and we'll just humor you when you
say that it's very unlikely that any
hockey player could score a goal in even
10 consecutive games, We may even
agree with you when you say that there
is a high possibility that somewhere a
lawsuit will pop up naming Billy C, as
a co-defendant, )

We are, however, absolutely certain
that the last week of Sentember 'in
Philadelphia. will belong to the Civil
Engineers, and it's hard for nus to imag-
ine that any national convention al any
time, in any city, can have as mauch
going for it as does our Natfional Con-
vention next year.

Hopefully, you read the synopsized
progress report on the Convention in
the October igsue of THE NEWS. Under
the able leadership of General Chairman
James W. McPhillips, planning has been
going on for well over one year. The
first scheduled affair of the convention
will be a dinner for the National Officers
on Sunday, September 26, 1976. This
affair will be hosted by the Philadelphia
Section and is slated for the Hgyptian
Room of the University Museum.

The Convention proper kicks off on
Monday Seplember 27th, with a *Wel-
come to Philadelphia — Past and Pres-
ent” audio-visual presentation "and a
Keynote Launcheon. The speaker for the
Keynote Session has not been firmed up

(continued on page 4}
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COUNTDOWN TO CONVENTION
(continued from page 3}

vet but he (she?) will surely be a na-

tional figure who will hopefully make &

major policy statement during the agd-

dress.

Monday's aclivities will be concluded
with an Icebreaker Cocktail Party in
the Grand Ballroom of the Sheraton.
Many registrants will be coming from
out of town and may or may not know
other people at the convention. The ice-
breaker serves there as a gel-to-kKnow-
pach-other affair. Leo Goldstein has
been working very hard to sel up this
social event, and based upon his status
reports, we expeci it fo be a rousing
success. Besides Hquid refreshment,
TLeo hag arranged for hor deurves and
a string band for entsrtainment.

Thig column will be a regular feature
in THE NEWS up to and until conven-
tion week. We want to get you thinking
positive because we need you to make
the convention a success. We would like
to see all Philadelphia Section members
register and actively participate in as
‘many activities ag possible. We are
hopeful thai many wengineering frms
will allow their employees to participate
and perhaps even sponsor such partici-
pation. We would suggest that you
alert your employers that the comven-
tion ‘is scheduled, and discuss the pos-
sibility of employee participation and
sponsorship. Fulure articles in this
column will describe other key activities.
Meanwhile, keep repeating to yourself,
September '76, Seplember ‘76 Sept....

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY

The next regular monthly Launcheon-
Meeting of the Phila. Section Women's
Auxiliary will be held at the Engineers’
Club on Wednesday, November 19, 1975,
12:00 noon, A film, courtesy of the First
Pennsylvania Bank of Philadelphia de-
picting various fim-flam eperations and
rackets — and starring Kennan Wynn —
will be the feature presentation.

Members and their guests are cordial-
ly invited to attend all Auxiliary meet-
ings. Philadelphia Section members’
wives should join and participate in the
Aunziliary’s diverse, interesting activities.
If membership falters and attemdance
declines, the organization will have Qif-
ficulty in surviving. Membership ap-
plications may be filled out and will be
processed al the monthly meetings; or
please commumnicate with Membership
Committee Chairman Marie (Mrs. Ken-
neth J.) Zitomer, Phone: LI 8-5324.

G0 Qe St (et et e et

AN APOLOGY

We have learned thaf several Phila-
delphia Section members received last
month's copy of THE NEWS marked
“postage due’. We apologize for this
and will try to aveid a recurrence in
future editions.

With last month's 8 page newsletter
and the pocket calendar cards the mail-
ing came very close fo the one ounce
limit.

It seems as though some post offices
accepted the envelopes with fen cent
postage and some did not.

We recognize that this is a very poor
public relations procedure and we are
currently investigating several allerna-
tives including using a lighter papszr
for THE NEWS. Please bear with us.

VILLANOVA STUDENT CHAPTER
by Joseph &, (Cavaliere, Pregident

Our first Villanova Studeni Chapter
meeting of the fall semesfer was held
on Thursday, October 9th. The meeting
featured Mr. Robert Lamb from Sun
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company.
Mr. Lamb's presentation dealt with both
the construction snd design aspects of
the shipyard. To those thirty students
in attendance, the meeting proved to be
a very rewarding experience.

The second meeting of the year will
be held on Wednesday, November Hth
in Room 202 of John Barry Hall. The
meeling will begin at 7;30 P.M. and will
last approximately two hours. The guest
speaker will be Mr. L. R. Kubacki, who
is a «Chief Design Engineer for Penn
Central Transportation Company. This
meeting will he a joint meeting with the
Institute of Trafiic Engineers. Asg usual
coffee and donuts will be served after
the meeting.

The third Annual Villanova vs. Drexel
football game will be held on Saturday,
Novembper 8th. The series is tied up at
one victory apiece. The purpose of the
game is not just to create a rivalry he-
tween the two schools but to creafe a
mutual relationship between the student
chapters. For further information con-
cerning the Villanova Student Chapter,
call me at the Civil Engineering Office
at Villanova (527-2100},

NOTE: If any Philadelphia Section member did not receive one of the yellow
pocket calendar cards or would like another one contact Joe Syrnick MU §-5538,

ASSOCIATE MEMBER FORUM

Professional Registration

We would like to remind associate
members of the Philadelphia Section
who have aftained the minimum re-
guirements for registration as a pro-
fessional engineer, that the deadline for
the submission of applications for the
January exam is November 15th. Ap-
plications and further information can
be obtained from:

Louise J, Franklin, Secretary
State Registration Board for Pro-
fessional Engineers

Box 2649
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
% # ¥

INew Arrival

We would like to congratulate Ron
and Mary Ann Gans on the recent birth
of their first son, Kevin, Ron, a regis-
tered professional engineer is the Assis-
tant Township Engineer in Abington.
The Gans family, which also includeg
daughter Kerry resides in the Roslyn
Section of Abington.
New P. E.

David W. Connell, an engineer with
the consulting firm of Ganneti, Fleming,
Corddry, and Carpenter, Inc, recently
wag notified of successfully passing ihe
professional engineers examination for
the State of Pennsylvania. Dave is a
72 graduate of Drexel University and
is presently pursuing a Master’s Degree
on a part-time basis. He and his wife
Wendy live in Woodbury, New Jersey.

o —— e

A PROMOTIGN

Joseph H. Storonas has been iﬁ"ﬁfﬁiote-d
fto the position of Assistant Engineer
of Constructien in the Philadelphia De-
partment of Streets’ Bridge Division.

Mr. Storonas is a 1969 graduate of
Drexel University and has been em-
ployed with the City of Philadelphia
since graduation. He lives with his
wife Vicki and children Christopher and
Aaron in Oak Lane,

JUSTIN & COURTNEY, Inc.

Division of O'Brien & Gere Engineers, inc.
Water Supply, Reservoirs, Flood Control
Drainage, Irrigation, Dams,
Hydroelectric Power, Pumped Storage

Planning -~ Reports - Design - inspection

226 W. Rittenhouse Square
Philadelphia, Pa. 19103
(215) 546-5504
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OCTOBER MENTING
{continued from page 2}

in Philadelphia ten years ago for a
meeting concerning the then open shop,
he was met with a hostile reception at
the Civic Center by Mr. J. H, Tate, then
mayor of Philadelphia; Mr. James F.
Hoffa, then president of the Teamaier's
International Union; and Mr. James
O’'Neil, then president of the Philadel-
phia local plumbers union, During the
visit, Mr. Trimmer was burned in effigy.
As a result of the meeting, the ferm
apen shop wag changed to merit shop
in hopes that union and non-unicn peo-
ple would work together. The merit
shop concept being one in which the
wage scale ig based upon a craftsman’s
ahility to perform.

Merit Shop Gaining

The first complete study of ithe merit
shop was done by Dr. Noxththrop of
the Tniversity of Pennsylvania. Dy,
Norththrop's study showed that the
merit shop is gaining sftrength in the
construction industry. Fifty to sixty
percent of the construction work done
in the Tfnited States is being done hy
merit shop contractors and the growth
shouwld continue unless governmental de-
cigions on situ picketing create insur-
mountable constraints.

A second study mentioned by Mr.
Trimmer was that of the W. F. Dodge
Company report from 1958 {o 1974, Ac-
cording to ithe report merit shop con-
struction in the city of Baltimore, Mary-
land has grown from 41% of the $120
million spent on construction in 1858 ito
T9% of $539 million which was spent
in 1974,

A third study by Engineering News
Record concluded that the productivity
in comstruction was a shame to the in-
dustry and thal no improvement is be-
ing shown today. Some of the restrie-
tions which were sighted as stifling pro-
ductivity were ithe restrictive use of
certain types of wmachines and tools,
jurisdictional disputes pacing of work,
honoring picket lines, wildcat sirikes,
clean-up time, coffee breaks, crew sizes,
job classifications and others. My, Trim-
mer stated that the constraints must be
removed or modified before any signifi-
cant improvement in productivily can
he realized.

The Assoclated Builders and Contrac-
tors have a membership of approximalely
10,800 firms. Most of the member firms
are small with employees of less than
25 persons. Two large firms which are
members are Brown and Root and

Webster International. The DuPoni
Corporation in receni years has turned
to merit shop construction with approx-
imately 509 of their construction being
done by merit shop contractors.

The wmerit shop concept develeped
during the post World War II era when
the construction of the Interstate High-
way system and home building was
booming. The merit shop has progressed
step by step from small huilding pro-
jects to industrial and commercial con-
struction to construciion management.

Mr. Trimmer also indicated thai ABC
provides free legal help to their member-
ship when involved in labor disputes.
The organization has apprenticeship
and jourmeyman educational programs
at many colleges throughout the TUnited
Btates,

A major difference hetween the unlon
shop and the merit shop is the number
of hours a craffsman works per year,
Union craftsman will average belween
1200 to 150H hours while 679 of the
merit shop craftsman will work between
18500 to 2200 hours and 109 will work
as high as 2200 to 2440 hours per year.
The longer number of working hours
along with less work restrictions has
made the merit shop contractors more
competative in bidding with savings of
between 15¢ to 209 and as high as
309 on the total cost for construction.
Legislation Critical

The fuature of the merit shop depends
upon what the Federal Government does
with legislation controlling construction
labor. If the Common Sites Picketing
bill passes it could seriously effect the
growth of the merit shop concept. The
bill hag passed the House of Representa-
tives and is before the Senate Labor
Clommittee. President Ford has indi-
cated he will not sign the hill unless it
is combined with a bill which will in-
corporate wage negotiation procedures
established by the Wage Stabilization
Committee.

In conclusion, Mr. Trimmer stressed
that with the rate of inflation still in-
creaging the control of construction costs
are a vital issue if the rate is to ever
start a decreasing irend.

The meeting started the year for the
Philadelphia Section with geod atten-
dance and a lively spirit for a monthly
meeting.
{Note: The Philadelphia Section is in-
debted to Jumes Yann, President
of the Temple University Stu-
dent Chapler for this write-up
of Mr. Trimmer’s presentation.)

Section Members!

Please Take THE NEWS Home,

Your Wife Wants to Read

The Women’s Auxiliary Ifems!

XDITOR'S CORNXR

Xvxn though my sxerxtary's fypx-
writxr is an old onx, it works guitx wxll
—xxexpt for onx kxy. It is frux that
thxrx arx forty-onx kxys fhat function
wxll xnough but just onx kxy makxs a
diffxrxnex. You may say to yoursxlf,
wxll, T am only onx pxrson; what I do
won't makx or brxak a program. Dut it
doxs makx a diffxrxnex! Any Sxétion,
Branch or Txchnical Group program
nxxds activx support and coopxration
in order to bx xffxclivy, So thx nxxt
timx you think you arx onx pxrson and
your xiforts arx not nxzdxd, rxmxm-
bxr my sxerxtary's typxwritxr and say
to yoursxlf “T am a kxy pxrson in this
organization and my support is nxxdxd.”

B G A

IT'S DUES PAYING TIME!

You have vreceived your 1975-1076
dues hill. Please remil your checks as
seon ag possible,  Awvall vourself of the
advantages of Aciive membership and
help your Phila. Seclien Lo meet its -
nancial needs and professional obliga-
tions.

e e

JOB SERVICE AVAILABLE

The Engineers’ Club announces the
establishment of a job opportunities de-
partment. Positions of interest to Civil
Engineers are available in the power
plant fieid, steel, general consiruction,
commercial and nstitutional chief en-
gineers and plant maintenance, waste

management — and many other cate-
gories.
For full information and inguiries,

pleagse contact Mr. Jozsef L. DeHovacs,
Executive Manager, The Engineers’ Club
1317 Spruce 8t., Phone: PE 5-5234.

RESOLVE TO ATTEND ALL
MEETINGS AND SOCIAL
FUNCTIONS THIS YEAR!

SPRAGUE & HENWOOD, INC.

Foundation Investigations - Seil Testing and
Test Borings - Grout Mole Drilling and
Pressure Grouting - Diamond Core Drilling
Philadelphia, Pa.

{215) 7356774
Bridgeport, N. J.

{609] 467-1800
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SECTION SPONSORS BRIDGE CONTEST

The Third Annual Model Bridge Contest, sponsored by the City Department
of Streets and the Philadelphia Section, American Society of Civil Engineers, was
held recently at the Franklin Learning Center, 15th and Mt. Vernon Streets.

Paul Gard and Herman Loftstein, both science teachers at Franklin, organized
the class work and agsisted in the testing and evaluation of the entries. In addi-
tion, Mr. Frank Guido, Director of Franklin Learning Center, was also a judge in
the competition.

This contest iz designed to encourage interest in engineering as a career, and
to provide studeni motivation for further educaion beyond the high school level.
The contest this year was the largest ever, with twenty-three entries being judged.

Ag in the past each entrant was allowed 30 feef of one guarter inch square
balsa wood and one tube of glue. Specifications of the contest were for each bridge
to span & 10-inch river with no center supports, to have an overall length no greater
than 16 inches, to have a 4 inch clearance at mid-span, a maximum height of eight-
ang-one-half inches and a one inch by four inch area at the center of the bridge
for testing ifs strength.

The Phila. Section, ASCE donated funds to be used as prizes for the five win-
ners, with the prizes ranging from $10.00 for first prize to $3.00 for fifth. Prize
winners were ag foliows:

First Prize; Blaise Cobb, with a bridge capacity of 142 Ibs. ’

First Place (Special Prize): Hugh Sewell with a bridge capacity of 165 1lbs.
Mr. Sewell inadvertently used a stronger glue than the rest of the contestants
and, consequently, the scheol felt that a special prize donated by the school
should be awarded to this contestant.

Becond Prize: Rafel Munoz, with a bridge capacity of 165 lbs..

Third Prize: Debbie Wong, with a bridge capacity of 130 lbs.

Fourth Prize: Anthony Denmelos, with a bridge capacity of 85 Ibs.

Prominent Phila. Section member, Leopold Neiman, Chief Engineer, Dept. of

Streets, is one of the original organizers of this splendid annual project', and has
generously proffered his expertise to make it a meaningful success.

oy

Students and science instructors at the Franklin Learning Cenfer stand behind the

model bridge entries

HUDSON ENGINEERS, INC,

Professional Engineers & Consultants

ENGINEERS' CLUB SEEKS
NEW MEMBERS

Mr. Josef deovacs, Executive Man-
ager of the Engineers’ Club has an-
nounced that the Club is actively geek-
ing mnew members. The Philadelphia
Section ASCE supports the Engineers’
Club and its many benefits and activities
and suggests that interested members
contact Mr. deKovacs (PE5-b234) for
more information.

Supports the Goals and
Activities of A.S.C.E.
Telephone 215-732-5000
211 5. BROAD STREET
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

John Pickett has enrcolied at the Uni-
versity of Pennsyivania in pursuit of a
masters degree in Urban Planning. John
wag formerly employed with the Penn-
gylvania Department of Transportation
as a design liaison engineer and has
been involved with numerous projects
including such major design coniracts
as the Woodhaven Road Expressway,
the Pulaski Highway, and Bustleton
Avenue.

John is a graduate of Swarthmore
College and lives with his wife, Gail
and their two year old daughter in Wal-
lingford Pa. The Philadelphia Section
wishes John good iuck in his studies
and success in his future career,

Willlama J. Parente, fthe Asscciate
Member News Editor, has been working
on the development of a transport sys-
tem in Senegal Africa.

Bill is a design engineer for Gannett,
Fleming, Corddry and Carpenter, Inc.,
King of Prussia, Pa. He iz a 1971 grad-
unate of Rutgers University and received
his M.S/CH. at Drexel University in
1975.

The major elemenis of the transport
gystem will allow for the shipment of
phosphate and iron ores and crude oil
to and from a new port which is being
developed in this progressive Western
African country.

Bill notes that he has had fo famil-
iarize himself with the metric system
which is used exclusively in calculations
and on plans. He is looking forward
to his first site inspection.

H = #

Dr, Alan M. Ebner of United Engi-
neers and Constructors, Inc. has re-
cently been promoted to the position
of Asgsistant Chief Structural Engineer.
Dr. Ebner's first exposure in the Phil-
adelphia. area was as a prefessor of
Civil/Btructural Engineering at Drexel
University. He left Prexel in 1972 to
become the manager of the Structural
Analysis Group at United Emgineers.
In his new position, Dr. Ehner ig re-
sponsible for technical policies and pro-
cedures for the company. Ile iz also
involved in structural design reviews
for the company’s muclear power plant
projects.

NOVEMBER'S QUIZ

How many Section members are able
te idemtify the name and specific oc-
cupation of 8. J. Frontinus?

{Hint: He was an appointed pubiic
works employee for a major metropol-
itan area of 1.2 million people.}
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LEGISLATIVE CORNER
by Jphn E, Spitko

New federal and state legislation
which deals with the hiring of architects
and engineers (A-E’s) by goverment
agencies hag recently heen proposed or
enacted. This new legislation is impor-
tant because if affects a significant
amount of the total dollars of engineer-
ing consultant work done by Pennsyl-
vania firms.

George R. Beetle, Chairman of the
Legislative Task Force on the Depart-
ment of General Services, has provided
this column with a swmmary of the new
gtate law, Much of what is presented
here was taken from that summary.
SB 368 merged the Pennsylvania Gen-
eral Services Administration and the
Department of Property and Supplies
into a new Department of General Ser-
vices (GSD). This new law, now Act
45, also will gradually phase out the
General State Authority as current GSA
ponds are mel and discharged and as
present GSA construction is completed.

SB 368 carried full suppori of the
Shapp Administration when it was in-
troduced inte the Senate in February
by Majority Leader Thomas Nolan (D-
Allegheny). After meefing with min-
imal oppositien in both the Senate and
the House, the bill was signed by the
Governor on July 22, The new Depart-
ment of General Services wag born on
October 20. Ronald Lench, who was
the Secretary of Property and Supplies,
is now Secretary for the General Ser-
vices Department.

The G&D will have exclusive authority
over ali Commonwealth design, con-
struction and repair activities involving
an expenditure of $25,000¢ or more. The
two exceptions to thig are (1) activities
concerning highways, bridges and other
transportation facilities and (2} con-
struction activities historically carried
out by the Department of Environmental
Resources, Selection of A-E's will be
made for all applicable projects for the
GS8D by an independeni, governor-ap-
pointed committee of five members
“knowledgeable in the field” and holding
no political office, The committee will
review proposals and be obliged pub-
licly to recommend three gualified firms
for each project “in order of preference.”
The GSD then must select one of the
firms recommended by the Selections
Committee. Governor Shapp has said
the preference procedure “will take se-

lection out of the political spectrum in
which it has been emmeshed since 19497
There are several ambiguities in the bill,
however, such as the loose considera-
tions inveived in the evaluation of firms,
that wili require interpretation by fthe
new Department, Task Force Chairman
George Beetle has cautioned that “Be-
caugse they are of such importance to

the engineering profession, the imple- .

mentation and programs of the GSD
should be kept under careful scrutiny
in the months to comsa.”

Remember the “Brooks Bill"? In
case you don't, on October 27, 1972, the
“Brooks Bill” amended the Federal
Property and Administralive Services
Act of 1949, Thiz amendment estab-
lished, as federal policy, the selection
of A-F's on the basis of demonstrated
competence and gualification rather than
on the basis of price competition. Re-
cently, Senator Charles H. Percy (R-111.}
introduced legislation proposed by the
Office of Management and Budgei (S.
2309). This hill calls for the selection
and hiring of A-F's by means of ‘“com-
petitive negotiation.” The bill states
that “The primary evaluation factors
for award shall be the professional com-
petence of officers and the technical
merits of offers, including the cost of
the construction... for which the ser-
vices are to be performed. The proposed
contract price or estimated cost shall
not be a dominant factor and shall be
gignificant only when offers otherwise
are approximately eguivalent.” Further,
Section 24 of the bill specifically repeals
the “Brooks Bill” amendment in its en-
tirety. Alse, the present laws which
maintain the gix percent fee ceiling on
A-B contracts would be repealed. The
Committee on Federal Procuremenit of
A-T Services (COFPAES}, a joint labby-

ing group of the professional design &o- -

cieties (of which ASCE is one), is cur-
rentiy developing strategies for staving
off the meagure.

A. W. MARTIN Associates lnc.

Consuliing Engineering Services for:
Pollution Abatement and Control
Envirenmental Systems:
Wastewater — Solid Waste
Highways - Transportation - Traffic Control
Land Planning - Structures - Surveying
Feasgibility - Analysis = Design-
Presentation - Implementation
900 W. YALLEY FORGE RD.
King of Prussia, Pa. 19406
P.O. Box 190 [215) 265-2700

SECTION
2 PROFILES

(Staff Noie: Since its incepfion in ths
Octaber 1971 issue of THE NEWS, this
column  has featured approzimately
twenty Philadelphic Section members
who were deemed Lo have made notable
contributions to the local seckion. Nuat-
wrally, when you do This kind of Thing,
there is always the distinct possibility
of passing over or omitling deserving
members wWho are clearly candidaies for
& Section profile. This iz usually due to
oversight, and is regretable; butl in af
least ome case it has been intentional.
Rid Robin, Chairman and Bditor of THE
NEWS is responsible for deciding who
is to be featured ecch wmonth, and con-
sequently would never consider himself
for the article. Well unfortunafely, Sid
i in the hospital o8 Lhis issue goes fo
press; and without his lhnowledge, we
have decided thot it 48 time hat he got
his just deserts. We are hopeful that by
the time he gets this newslelier, he will
be up and around; dand, in fact, hard at
work on the December issue. Meanchile,
this lony overdue tribule fo one of fhe
hardest working members of (he Phila-
deiphia Section.)

Right off the bal
we knew It was go-
ing to be difficult.
The resume iz so
wmpressive. What do
we include; whal
must we leave oul
due to  space  re-
strictions ? How can
we hest presenf the
many  accomplish-
ments?  Which a-
chievements does $id counsider most an-
portant? It's sort of like frying fo list
Marlin Perking' most exciting adven-
tures on the back of an index card, It's
a pleasant task, but difficult.

Sidrey Robin

Sidney Robin received g B3CH degres
from Drexel Tniversity in 1940. He is
a. product of the cooperative education
program,_ and during his co-op periods
he worked for the U. 8. Army Corps of
Engineers and for John MeShain, Ine.,
Builders., Upon graduation 8id accented
a position with Ford, Bacon, and Davis,
Engineers and Builders. Wihile there he
worked on several large projects includ-
ing the design of wreinforced concrete
huildings for a defense project in Potis-
fown ~ Pennsylvania. After spending
five years with this firm, he formed his
own engineering and building company

{continusd on page 8)
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(continued from page T}

which specializes in land development,
including the design and construction
of both residential and commercial com-
plexes. He iz a registered professicnal
engineer, and a licensed real estate bro-
ker in Penngylvania, and frequently acls
as an engineering and feasibility con-
gultant to other builders and real estate
developers.

gid became active in the ASCE while
gtill at Drexe}, and while there he de-
signed the Student Chapter banner.
After joining the Philadelphia Section,
he gquickly established a reputation ag a
“doer”. He became a stafl memher of
THE NEWS in 1940 and in 1948 he was
appointed Editor, In 1952 he was named
Chairman .of Publications, a position he
has held, almosi continususly, to this
day. In 1958 he became a Director of
the Philadelphia Section and in 1963
served ag Section President. Subsequent-
1y, ne has served on almost every ASCH
Comnittee established, and he regilarly
represents the Philadelphia Section at
regional and national functions.

2id is Chairman of the local section’s
History and Heritage Committee, and
has played an important role in having
geveral local facilities named as Nation-
al Historic Civil Engineering Land-
marks. In 1973 he was named to the
Mayor's Science and Technology Advi-
sory Council (M-STAC) where he co-
authored a report establishing criteria
for making structural and economic
evaluations of the feasibility of restor-
ing abandoned housing units,

In bhetween these achievements Sid
manages to leave a little fime for his
hobbies, foremost of which is music.
He i an accomplished violinist as at-
fested to by his positions as Director
and Concertmaster of the Lower Merion
Symphony Orchestra, and Director (and
principal violinist) of the Symphony
Chub of Philadelphia. He is also a meim-
ber of the Valley Forge Philharmonic
Symphony and “Pops” Orchestra.

He admits to be a hacker at golf but
manages a more than respectable game
of tennis. While at Drexel he was a
member of the Tenniz Team for four
years and helped lead the Dragons to
the Middle Atlantic Conference Cham-
pionship in 1837.

Sid’s publications are far too numer-
ous to list here, bul include several fea-
ture articles in Civil Engineering as well
as news accounis in the New York
Times and other major newspapers, He
recently contributed his talents as an
historical researcher and author of por-
tions of Willlam Wisely's book, "“The

Antevican Civil Engineer 1852-1974: the
History, Tradition, and Development of
the American Society of Civil Engineers”.

Bid has always been interested and
invelved in Student Chapter activities.
He iz a regular evaluator for the annual
student chapter paper competition, and
can always be seen with stop watch in
hand at the Student Chapter Concrete
Canoe Races where he hag gerved as
chief judge since the inception of this
competition,

He resides in the Logan Bection of
Philadelphia with his lovely wife Betly,
and while you would nol expect thaf he
has muck time for anything else he is
very active in his community., He is &
representative on the Citizeng Council on
Cily Flanning, a member of the Fellow-
ship Commission, and a technical advi-
sor to lacal political and civic coalition
groups,

WHEW! Well there it is, a capsuled
summary of this man’s activilies. The
Philadelphia Section conveys their best
wishes and hopes that he can be back
in full swing shortly. You better, Sid,
because let’s face it — YOU JUST
DON'T HAVE TIME TO BE SICK.

T

SEDIMENTATION
TEXT AVAILABLE

New York, N. ¥, — The American So-
ciety of Civii Engineers has annotmced
publication of a T45-page book on Sed-
imentation Engineering. The book gives
the engineer a better understending of
sedimentation problems, methods for
their investigation, and practical ap-
proaches to solutions. As a textbook on
sedimentation engineering, it covers the
interrelated processes of erosion, sedi-
mentation by water and air, and sedi-
ment deposition where problems are
created. Also included are the legal and
economic aspects of sedimentation.

Dr. Vitc A, Vanoni served as com-
mittee chairman of an ASCE Hydraulic
Division task committee that worked on
the text ower a pericd of many years.

The hardbound bock hasg been pre-
pared to contain information useful to
the average civil engineer in his every-
day work. Sediment and sedimentation
problems are increasingly encountered
by civil engineers in the development,
use, control, and conservation of land
and water resources.

Sedimentation XEngineering is avail-
able fram ASCE, 345 Bast 47th 8t., New
York, N. Y., 10017 @ $30. It iz available
to schools and libraries @ $25 and to
ABCE members @ $20.

STUBENT CHAPTER NEWS

Vegas Holline

Jimmy the Greek has made the Wild-
cats early 7 point favorites in the an-
nual Villanova/Drexel Student Chapter
foothall game to be held on November
8th., Mowever if is expected that this
gpread will narrow as gametime ap-
proaches particularly in view of Coach
Koerner's anncuncement thai he will
hold closed practices in the week pre-
ceding the game. Rumor has it that
the Dragons soils class hag developed
a methed of imstantaneously Lurning
solid ground inte a swamp. Suppesedly,
this process can be zeroed in on specific
areas say the Villanova backfield.

% S *

College Nights

As you know it is the custom of the
Philadelphia Section to host one of the
student chapters at each main section
meeting. Many people have inguired
concerning the student nights and most
have wanted fo find out in advance
which monih their alma mater was being
hosted. In this regard we are herewith
printing the complete listing. We would
hope that each alumnus would make a
spectal effort to attend on his coliege
night and even go so far as to recruit
classmates, etc. We must get the young
people interested in the Section if we
expect them to join and become active.

October 14, 1975 — Villanova Night

November 11, 1975 — Penn Night
December 9, 1975 — Widener Night
January 13, 1976 — Drexel Night

February 10, 1976 — Temple Night
March 9, 1976 — Swarthmore Night

Members wishing to sponsor a student
for dinner on a College Night may of
course do so af the special student
price ($3.00).

Arrangements of this fype can be
made through the respsctive Facuity
Advisors.

.

ADVERTISEMENTS INVITED

THHE NEWS cordially invites mem-
bers, consulting firms, and commercial
and industrial service and supply com-
panies to advertize in its monthly issues.

For further information and contract
arrangements, please direct ingquiries to
Advertising IManager Jogeph M. Cervone,
c¢/o Howard Needles, Tammen & Ber-
gendoff, 551 Lancaster Avenue, Haver-
ford, Pa., 19041, Phone: (215) LA 5-T170.

Please Pafronize our Advertisers for your Special Consulfation Reguirements.



