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JANUARY MEETING

Philadelphia Section, American Society of Civil Engineers
Sporsored by the Geotechnical Group

TUESDAY, JANUARY 11, 1977
Engineers' Club, 1317 Spruce Sireet, Philadelphia
Cocktails — 5:30 Dinner — £:30 Meeting —- 7:30

SUBJECT:

“DETERMINATION OF DYNAMIC SOIL. PROPERTIESY
SrEAKEEER:

FRANK E. RICHART, Ph.D., Professor of Civil Engineering

The [iuversity of Michigan

PROGRAM HOST:
DENNIS J. MOMAN, Chairman, Geotechnical Group

Dr. Richart is currently Professor of Civil Engineer-
ing at the University of Michigan and is past Chairman
of the Department of Civil Engineering there and has al-
s0 taught civil engineering at the University of Florida
and mechanics at Harvard University. He received his
B!S. in Mechanical Engineering, M8, in Civil Engineer-
ing, and FPhD. in Engineering from the University of
Tlinois. He has been a consuitant to Consulting Firms,
Industry and Government Agencies since 1952, specializ-
ing in problems of =o0il dynamics, vibrations of founda-
tions, marine structures, soil mechanics, analytical methods and material problems.
In addition, Dr. Richart is a member of many Scientific, Honorary and Professional
Societies including ASCE (Fellow), the International Society of Scil Mechanics
and Foundation Engineering (Past Chairman), ASTM, 1S, National Academy of
Engineerirg and the Harthquake Engineering Research Institute. He has authored
a major book and over 50 technical papers and has won numerous awards for them
including the Middlebrooks Award and Wellington Prize, and he was a Terzaghi
Lecturer. He is a Registered Professional Engineer in Florida and Michigan,

SPECIAL FEATURE:

“DREXEL NIGHT”

The ASCE Sfudent Chapter members, facuity and alumni of the Civil Engineer-
ing Depariment of Drexel University will be honored at this meeting. Al stu-
dents, faculty and alumni are cordially invited to attend.

Free Beer and Refreshments at the Meeting

Mail Reservation Cards Immediately — Win a FREE DINNER!
STUDENTS — Plan to attend for Dinner (MHalf Price] or meeting after Dinner

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Due to new regulations and fees by
the post office it 15 necessary to dis-
continue prepaid return cards for our
Section meetings. Pogt office fee is
$30.00 per year plus 21 cenis per re-
turned card.

New cards will be mailed with THR
NEWS that will reguire 8 cent starps.
Altermative to return card is to call
The Engineers’ Club, 1317 Spruce Street
and notify them of the number expected
to attend dinner-meeiing, Phone: (215}
PE 5-5234.
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THANK YOU, LOYALTY FUND
CONTRIBUTORS

Treasurer Theodore Davig expresses
the Phila. Section’s sincere appreciation
to those members who add contributions
to the Loyalty Fund when they remit
their checks for Section dues. These
voluntary contributions help make pos-
sible the continuation of the Section's
diverse programs to Improve the stafure
of the Phila. Section, the ASCE and the
profession within the Delaware Valley
commiunity,

Members, your 1976-1977 Section dnes
($10.00) are mow payable, Please mail
your check, to the order of Phila, See-
tion, ASUE, to ASCE, Enginers’ Club,
1317 Spruce St.,, Phila, 19107, attn, Theo-
dore Davis, Treasurer. And-—a=add a
voluntary contribution fo the Loyally
Fund. It will be put to geod use,

e R A e

Notice: If THE NEWS arrives late —
or you forget to mail your dinner card,
please call The Engineers' Club, PE6-
5234 and leave word for Mr. deKovacs,
Exec. Mgr., to reserve a dinner plate for
you.  Of course, vou are weltome for
the meeting later, if you are unable to
have dinper. No reservalion necessary.
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The President's Message

LOOKING TO A NEW AND BETTER YEAR
iThig past year has been a successful one for the Philadelphia Section with our
many local activities and hosting the National Convention as the highlight of the

year.

We also have a permanent commemorative for the year in the form of the

excellent publication “The History of Civil Engineering and Construction in the

Delaware Valley.”

Now let us keep our sights forward to what we can Go to make the New Year
hetter for Civil Engineering and for our fellow man. If each one of us can be chal-
lenged to become more involved in technical matters, in legislative problems and in
our Society’s activities we will be making a big contribution toward increasing our
successes for the future and to improve the guality of our society,

Will M. Heiser, President
Phila. Section, ASCE

DECEMBER MEETING

Enginecrs’ Club December 14, 1976

(Bdifors Note: THE NEWS thanks
A MF. President William M, Malarkey
and hiz charming wife Maureen for
their authorship of the following
writeup. Bill was our excellent Pro-
gram Host for the meeting, and Mrs.
Malarkey attended and lenl a helping
hand to her hard-working husband.

A group of aboup seventy attended
the December regular Phila, Section
meeting sponsored by the Asgsociate
Member Forui. They enjoyed an ex-
cellent talk by Richard A, Mullord of
the Philadelphia Hlectric Co. on: “Con-
struction of the Limerick Nuclear Powcer
Facility.”

Most of the problems encountered
with this project have bheen in the courts
and in license and permif delays, rather
than a the construction gite. Permits
are required from 28 different agencies;
a delay in any one application can throw
off the completion date by years. Court
action Dby environmental and other
groups has delayed construction by as
much ag two years at 4 time with the
result that from an original on-line tar-
get date of 1975, the earliest possible
date ig mow 1985. Not surprisingly, the
cost hag risen from about $800 million
to over $2.5 billion. Mzr. Mulford added
that Phila, Electric Co. has no further
plans for nuclear plants until well into
the 1990('s,

The Limerick plant, when on line,
will have two General Eileciric Boiling
Waler Reactors producing 2.2 million
KW, and will have two 507 foot tfall
cooling towers, which will be the largest
structures in Montgomery County, These
towers will circulate 470,000 gallons of
water per minute and lose only 2% %
toe evaporation, but even this small per-
centage amounts to 35 MGD which must
he replaced, and the adjacent Schuyl-
kil isn't large enough, so water will be
taken from the Delaware, using the

Perkiomen Creek wherc possible and
Fipelines where necessary,

After a discussion on the reactor ves-
sels, fabrication and erection procedures,
Mr. Mulford exchanged viewg with the
members. Topics varieq from nuclear
waste disposal and recycling to the
problems imposed by environmental and
other pressure groups. Also discussed
was the “Energy Park” comcept, which
may be the only answer to future power
needs on a state-wide or larger basis.
Swarthmore and Widener Night

The meeting honored the faculty, stu-
dents and alumni of these colleges. Sec-
tion President Will Heiser introduced
Professcrs Samuel T. Carpenter and
Joseph M. Willis of Swarthmore and
Dy, George N, Bathish of Widener, who
in furn introduced the Student Chapter
officers and members of their respective
gschools. The faculty and alumni of the
regpective colleges were also acknowl-
edged. Professors Carpenter, Willis and
Bathish presented brief summaries of
the current and proposed civil engineer-
ing curricula, programs and special pro-
jects at Swarthmeore and Widener.

EIT EXAM REVIEW COURSE

Temple University
College of Engineering Technology
Broad Street and Columbia Avenue
Thursday Evenings — 6:00 to 8:30 P.M.
January 2%, 1977 thrn April 28, 1977
Registration:

January 10 11 & 12, 1977

Stauffer Hall — Roeom 300

{Mr, Walter Uecker — T87-T802)

Broad Street and Columbia Avenue

5:00 1o 8:00 P.M,

$125.00

e A e e

Please
Patronize our Advertisers
for your
Special Consultation Requirements.

TECHNICAL GROUP ACTIVITIES

Ceonstruction,
Date: Tuesday, Jannary 25, 1977
Enginsers’ Club — 7:00 P.M.
Subject: Technigues of Underpitning
Speakers: James Sigourney,
Schnabel Foundation Co.
John Donargo,
Spencer, While & Prentis, Inc.
Program Host: Fredric L, Plotnick,
Chairman, Construction Group
Mr, Sigourney will digcuss the design
and specification of tiebacks, and Mr.
Donargo will explain their installation.

Geotechnieal
Sponsor of Main Section Meeting,
January 11, 1877, Bee page 1.

Stroctural
Date; Thursday, Januvary 20, 1977 —
Luncheon Meeting
Engineers’ Club — 12:00 Noon
Fransportation and Urban Renswal
Date: Tuesday, Janvary 18, 1977 —
Luncheon Meeting
Engineers’ Club —- 12:00 Noan
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JACK LOTZ
EMGINEER OF THE YEAR

Johmn 4. Lotz, builder and developer of
industrial parks, has been elected as
1977 Emgineer of the Year in Delaware
Valley. He will be honored during Na-
tional IIngineers’ Week to be ohsgerved
in Delaware Valley Feb, 18 through
Feb. 26, 1977.

Liotz, who has been cited for his work
to improve the envirchiment, is a Civil
Engineer and member of the Phila. See-
tion. ASCH. He was elected by delegates
representing 50 engineering and techni-
cal societies in the area. He was elected
over six others nominated for the an-
nual honor and was the candidate of the
Philadelphia Post, Society of American
Military Engineers,

His election was announced by C, R.
(“Chuck”) Pennoni, gereral chairman
of the 1977 Engineers’ Week for Dela-
ware Valley and vice president of the
Philadelphia Section ASCE. The com-
mittee iz responsible for Engineers’
Week programs at educational institu-
tions and at indusiries to generate stu-
dent interest in engineering,

Lotz, who lives in Abington township,
is executive vice president of William F.
Lotz, Inc, of the Frankford sector of
Philadelphia and Horsham, Montgomery
county. 'Hig firm has been engaged in

AVAILABLE

Ideal office space for
engineers and archifects.

New, modern high-rise
In convenient center-city
location, just off the
Parkway.

Below-market rates
include parking.

Call 224-7300,
extension 304,

design and construction of industrial and
office complexes in 17 states.

Area developments by the Lotz firm
include the 200-acre Prudential Business
Campus, Horsham, and the 80-acre Hor-
slam Ridge Industrial Park.

Jack Lotz has been honored by the
Montgomery County Planning Commis-
sion for “extraordinary concerm for the
environment;” by the Montgomery
County Indusirial Development Corp.
for the “best pianned industrial develop-
ment,” and by American Indusirial
Properties Report for ‘“‘promoting sound
environmental plapning in the industrial
and office park field.”

He serves as president of the National
Aggociation of Industrial and Office
Parks, an organization comprised of 700
developers with §7 billion invested in
United States, Canada, Mexico, Argen-
tina and Taiwan,

Mr. Lotz also is a member of the
bhoard of directors of the General Build-
ing Contractors' Association in Philadel-
phia and chairman of GBC's education
committee which strives to improve stu-
dent knowledge of building in five col-
leges.

He is vice president of historic Car-
penters’ Company at Carpenters’ Hall,
Last July 5, Lotz headed a committee
to welcome Britain's Queen KElizaheth
and Prince Philip to the hall during
their Bicentennial visit to the city.

Mr. Lotz attained his degree in Civil
Engineering at Lehigh University. He
is a registered professional engineer
and a member, in addition to ASCE, of
the Bociety of Military Engineers, Amer-
ican Industrial Development Council and
serves on the boards of the American
Oncologic Hospital and Fox Chase Cen-
ter for Cancer Care. He is also active in
numerocts civie, fraternal, and educa-
tional boards and authorities.

Phila. Section delegates on the Selec-
tion Committee were Walter Clark and
Sidney Robin. The Committee met at
the Bell Telephone Building, 16th St. &
B. F. Parkway on Dec, 2, 1876,

"The theme of the 1977 Engineers’
Week is: “Key to the Future — Engi-
neering.”

The mnational and Delaware Valley
programs will include high school con-
ferences, guidance counseling seminars
on engineering careers, talks by engi-
neers before student and civic groups,
and guided fours of industrial planis.

Special features of the Delaware Val-
ley program will be a Science Teachers’
Workshop for high school teachers and
guidance counselors, and the presenta-
tion of awards for outstanding engineer-
ing achievements in Delaware Valley.

Chuck Pennoni, President of Pennoni
Associates, Inc., was honored as the
Young Engineer of the Year in 1971 by
the Phila. Chapter, PSPE, and he was
Drexel University Honor Man of the
Year in 1973.

He succeeds Lewis Qaceese, Chief of
Operations, U, 8, Corps of Engineers,
Philadelphia District. Mr, Caccese, a
prominent member and foriner Director
of the Phila. Section, ASCE, is 1976-
1977 President of the Phila, Chapter,
PSPE,

- G

ACl MEETING ON
BUH.DING CODE

The Delaware Valley Chapter, Amer-
ican Concrete Institute announces a
meeting to discuss the topic
“USING ACI 318 THE EASY WAY”

Date: Tharsday, January 13, 1977,
Engineers’ Club, 1317 Spruce Street
Time: Cocktails—6:00 p.m. — Cash Bar

Dinner—T7:00 p.m. — $7.25 (Stu--
dents $3.50)
Meeting—8:00 p.am. — No Charge
(All Welcome)

Hpeaker: Russell 8, Fling, President,
American Concrete Institute; Presi-
dent. R. 8, Fling & Partners, Inc.
Columbug, Ohio,

As a consulling engineer, Rusg Fling
will give some ideas as to techniques his
firm has developed for designing safe,
economical structures, while making a
profit on minimal fees. You may also
have the opportunity to make sugges-
tiong for the Building Code Committee
(318) on how to simplify the Code ii-
self,

The next ACT meeting will be jointly
with the Reading Section of ASCE on
Thursday, March 17, 1977 at the Berk-
shire Hilton outside Reading. Dov Kam-
inetzky will discuss "IHow to avoid
Formwork Failures”,

For dinner reservations please con-
tact:

Theodore D, Robinson

2042 Old Gulph Read

Villanova, Pa. 19085

+E

5.T. HUDSON ENGINEERS, INC,

Professional Engineers & Consultants

Supports the Goals and
Activities of A.S.C.E.
Telephone 215-732-5000
211 S. BROAD STREET
Philadelphia, Pa. 19107
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ASSOCIATE MEMBER FORUM
NEWS

The A.MF. iz planning a meeting for
next [HFebruary to be held at Drexel
University. Dr, Anthony M. DiGioia,
dr., Director of ASCE District IV will
he the featured speaker. The fenative
date is Monday evening, Feb, 14, 1977,
A definite daie and location will appear
in next month’s issue ¢of THE NEWS.
All Associate Members and Student
Chapter members are invited

Our regular covrespondent for this
column (and AMF vice president) Bill
Parante, of G.F.C. & C. has been assigned

1o Wigeria for six months or so. During
hig absence, please send any bits of
information about associate members

(social, business, ete.) to Bill Malarkey,
PennDOT Bridge Unit, 200 Radnor-Ches-
ter Rd., S5t Davids, Pa, 19087.

KUDOS
TO DAVIS AND TANTALA

The jobs of Treasuver and Secretary
of a professional orgamization such as
the Phila. Section ASCE are demanding
ones, laden in abundance with details
and time-consuming chores. The per-
ennial Treasurer of the Phila, Seclion,
Ted Davis: and the recently installed
Secretary, Al Tantala, are ihe silent
heroes of our group and too much praise
cannot be accorded them,

Working in concert, Ted and Al have
completed and submitted to New York
Headgquarters a magnificent document:
The Annual Report of the Phila. Section,
ASCE, Figcal Year October 1, 1975 to
September 30, 1976, As required by
Society By-laws, the Annual Report of
Section Activities and Finances sum-
marizes the Section’s programs and op-
erations. It includes data on the
Branches, Technical Groups, Commitiees
Publications Associabe Member Forum,
Student Chapters, Women's Auxiliary,
and other supsidiary groups.

The report conveys the information
which will be helpful to the National
Board of Direction, Committee on Local
Sectiong angd - District Councils, Head-
quarters Staff, and other Sections——
in evaluating &ection affairs. It alse
is an important prerequisite to the pay-
ment by National of the annual altot-
ment to the Section.

Your Publications Chairman was ex-
tended by Secretary Tantala the cour-
tesy of a complimentary copy of this
splendid Report, and he vouches for its
excellence. The Section is deeply in-
debted to our esteemed Treasurer and
Secretary for their outstanding work.

"THE BOOK™

IS READY
AND WAITING FOR YOU

The special Bicentennial Commem-
orative Book celebrating the 1976 ASCE
National Convention and Exposition,
hosted by the Philadelphia Section at
The Sheraton, September 27 - October
1, 1976: *“The Hisbory of Civil Engineer-
ing and Construction in the Delaware
Valley” is now available for purchase
by the Section membership, their friends
and associates,

The 164-page handsomely bound hard
cover profusely illustrated volume vividly
portrays the full Convention program;
a circumferential gpectrum of historical
and technological interest of the prin-
cipal branches and elements of ¢ivil
engineering, construction and public
works development in the Delaware Val-
ley. It contains short histories of the
foremost engineers, consulting firms and
construction-allied companies and indus-
trieg in the region.

Sponsors (§25.00 contribution), Pro-
fessional Card inserters, advertisers (in.
cluding firmn histories) are each entitled
to a complimentary copy of the bhook.
In order that the Section may be spared
heavy postage costs, we request that
these copies be picked up at the offices
of Section Treasurer Theodore Davis,
¢/¢ Rothbaum & Pavis, 215 8. Broad
Street, Phila, 19107, Phone (215) PE 5-
6498, Copies are also on hand for pur-
chase — at $10.00 each — at Mr, Davis'
office, and also at the Engineers” Club
(ask tor Mr, deKovacs, Executive Man-
ager, at the main desk). The Member-
ship is murged to buy these valuable
hooks. They will add prestige and ef-
fective reference focus to your library.
You will also be helping defray the
great cost to ithe Section of the recent
great Convention.

(Editors Note: The following letters
were received from ASCE, New York
Headquarters and the Book Committee
is pleased {0 pass them on to the
Section.}

g JUSTINGCOURTNEY

OIVISION OF O'BRIEN & GERE ENGINEERS

WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
WASTEWATER POLLUTION CONTROL
DAMS — HYDROPOWER — FLOOD CONTROL
226 W. RITTENHOQUSE 35Q.
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 19103
DOVER. DELAWARE

December 21, 1976
Mr, Sidney Rohbin
4745 North 12th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19141
Deayr Mr. Robin;

I am looking at a copy of “The His-
tory of Civil Engineering and Construc-
tion in the Dejaware Valley” and I want
you to know that you and the others
who worked on it have most certainly
set a new high standard for similar
ASCE Bection hisories. My congratu-
lations are extended.

We will be giving notice of the vol-
ume in ASCH News and will also bring
it to attemtion «during the forthcoming
Section Mamagement Workshops,

Sincerely,
Bugene Zwoyer
Executive Direcior, ASCE

Decemnber 21, 1976
Dear Sid:

Congratulations, The Histoxy of Civil
Engineering and Construction in the
Delaware Valley is great. Many thanks
for the two copies which you seni. They
will he put to good use.

You deserve a lot of credit for I
appreciate the great time and effort
that goes into a publication such as this.

We will follow up on your suggestion
tor publicity in ASCE News,

Besi regards,
Herbert B. Hands, Manager
Public Information Services ASCE

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY

The next regular monthly Luncheon-
Meeting will e held at the Engineers’
Cluh, 12:00 noorn on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 19, 1977, It is to ‘be noted that the
Auxiliary is resuming the January and
February luncheons this year (they were
omitted last year).

A representative of the Bell Telephone
Ca., will show a film entitled: “Pesos,
Pegs and Pennies” an entertaining film
that proves money can be funny.

All Section members are urged to
join the Auxiliary and take part in its
interesting activities. Come to the Jan-
uary meeting ang your membership ap-
plication will be waiting for you. For
reservations, please call Natalie (Mrs.
William K.} Clayton at MI 6-2817, Your
guests are also cordially invited,

SECTION MEMBERS!

Please Take THE NEWS Home. Your
Wife Wants to Read The Women's
Auxiliary Items,
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 LEGISLATIVE CORNER
T hy John E. Spitko

Start Something — Gef Invelved

Excerpt from the November 11 issue of
Engineering News Record:

“Late last month in Chicago, Engi-

neers Joint Council (EJC) ran a

two-day conference on the role of the

engineering commaunity in the public
decision-making process. The pro-
gram stressed a need for more engi-
neering input on many issues of the
day and pointed up some ways this
inpat is being offered — in all too
few sitnations.”

The article continues:

“(Gilbert W. Keyes, of the staff of the
Senate Committee on  Aeronautical
and Space Sclences, told EJC the en-
gineers' assets as coentributors to
public policy are their credibility,
their expertise and their recognized
organizations”. Iowever ‘initiative”
appears 1o he lacking,

And now the plug — if you are in-
terested in serving on an ASCE com-
mittee which will provide input to the
Pennaylvania legislature on specific, con-
tinuing issues, contact George Beetle
(KI 6-7442) or Matthew MacTish (1-
398-2586). Thev're tryving to start some-
thing.

Update

Pennsylvania, Senate Bill 1 — The
Pennsylvania Flood Disaster Prevention
Act was rejected and is now dead unless
reintroduced in January.

Pennsylvania House Bill 2492 — This
bill is to privide for the selection and
award of contracts relating to design,
feasibility and landscaping which are
awarded to architects and engiheers.
This bill would et up a Public Works
Professional Services Board in the
Treasury Department. For a public
works project of any local authority or
publicly owned utility, for which State
funds are directly or indirectly expended,
professional firms would be selected by
the authority from a comprehensive
register maintained by the Professional
Services Board. This bill never wot out
of the committee and is dead unless re-
introduced in January.

Pennsylvania House Bill 2493 —
Amendment to Professional Engineers
Registration Law (see Nov, “NEWS").
This would allow professional surveyors
to perform engineering surveys and
planning, among other things. This hill
never got out of the Committee on Pro-
fessional Licensure and is dead unless
reintroduced in January.

1977 MEAD PRIZE FOR
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

The topic for the 1977 Daniel W.
Mead Prize for ASCE Associate Mem-
bers is: ‘“Engineering Adverfising —
Where Should the Line be Drawn?”
The new ASCE Code of Ethics specifies
that engineers shall build their profes-
sioral reputations on the merits of their
services, and shali not compete unfairly
with others. The Guidelines to Practice
state that engineers may advertise pro-
fessional services in g way that dees not
contain self-laudatory or misleading
language, or is in any other manner
derogatory to the dignity of the pro-
fession,

Some individuals feel that there should
be no restrictions on advertising, whils
others think the new Code is too per-
missive. What do you think Associate
Members ?

The following rules must be fellowed
in the competition:

* Only one person (an Associate Mem-
ber) can wrile each paper,

* Hach Section can suhmit only one
paper.

¥ Papers are limited to 2,000 words and
must be submitied to National,
through the Philadelphia Section, by
May 1, 1977, One winner will be se-
lected from each of the ASCE's four
ZOTes.

* The National winner, selected from
the zone winners wili receive a wall
plaque and a certificate; and the paper
will be published in Civili Enginesring
or in Engineering Issues,

* For more information, contact AME
President Bill Malarkey, PennDOT,
200 Radnor Chester Road, St. David's,
Pa. 18087; Phene: {215) 687-1600,
Ext. 268; or Sidney Robin, Bditor of
THE NEWS, {(215) DA 9-4121.

The Daniel W, Mead Prize for Associ-
ate Members wag established in 1939 to
honor the memory and accomplishments
of the 67th President of ASCE. The
talents of many of the leaders of the
profession were first recogmnized in pre-
vious competitions for this significant
honor.  The current contest provides

SPRAGUE & HENWOOD, INC,

Foundation Investigations - Soil Testing and
Test Borings - Grout Hole Drilling and
Pressure Grouting « Diamond Cere Drilling
Philadelphia, Pa,

{215} 735-6774
Bridgeport, N. J.

(609) 467-1800

another opportunity for alert young Civil
Engineers te further their professional
development and gain National attention,

In 1974, Phila, Section member John
B, Spitko, was the winner of the Mead
Prize. S0, start writing, Associate Mem-
bers! Let’s have another winner this
year.

ITEMS OF INTEREST
Fustin & Courtney Awarded Contract

Justin & <Courtney, Inc.,, Consulting
Engineers, Div. of O'Brien & Gere Engi-
neers Inc., was recently selected by the
State of New Jersey to conduct two
major flood insurance studies. One study
will include 14 communities and a tetal
of 383 miles in the Ramcocag Creek
watershed in Central New Jersey. The
other study will involve 12 communities
in the Delaware River Basin and the
investigation of a total of 324 miles of
streams.

Three distinguished Phila, Section
members are associated with Justin &
Courtney: BSection President Will M.
Heiser, Joel B. Justin, and Neville C.
Courtney, Mr, Heiser and Mr. Justin
are principals of the firm. Mr. Courtney
who refired from active participation
in the firm as a partner, is 2 Past Pres-
ident of the Phila. Section (1949 - 1950),
Farrell Firm Honored

Joseph R. Farrell, Inc., Building Con-
struction firm of Wesy Conshohocken,
headed by Phila, Section Past President
(1964 - 1965) Joseph R. Farrell, Jr., was
recently named General Contractor of
the ¥ear by the members of the Sub-
contractors Association of Delaware
Valley (SADV).

The Farrell firm was founded in 1922
by the late Joseph R. Farrell, Sr., who
was also & Phila, Section Past Pres-
ident (1954 - 1955).

At the same ceremony, held at the
Asgsociation’s Seventh Amnual Awards
Dinner at Stouffer’s Valley Forge Hotel,
King of Prussia, Pa., Novemhber 20, 1976,
James Morrison, also of the Farrell firm,
wag cited as Superintendent of the Year.

Selection Guide for the SADV General
Contractor of the Year Award are:
Does he in general run an efficient, well
coordinated job? Is he reasonably
prompt in proeessing and paying the
sub's requisitions? TIs he reasonable
with respect to change orders, back
charges, and in inlerpreting the sub-
contract? In general is he reasonable
and fair toward his subcontractorg and
suppliers ?

The Phila, Section congratulates Joe,
Superintendent Morrison and the firm
on achieving the high honors.
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CONTROVERSY OVER ARAB
BOYCOTT WITHIN ASCE
by Jehn HE. Spitko

Most of the oil rich Middle Hast coun-

tries have national laws which promote
an economic boveott of Israel. This in-
cludes not giving work to any company
whoge business substantially helps Is-
rael. A new law will require all U. 5.
fitms to refuse to adhere to these boy-
coti policies — using punitive measures.
The ASCH National Board of Direction
formally adeopted a position (Septem-
ber 25, 1976) opposing this legislation.
Tt is telt by ASCHE National Board that
this legislation will prevent American
econstruction companies and engineering
consullands  from  working abroad in
oit-rich, Middle Hastern coun-
. The Philadelphia Section ASCE
Beard pasgsed an official resclution op-
posing the National ASCE Boards ac-
tions (December 14, 1976). This, in &
nubshell, ds the controversy. Now let's
get to the debails.

What iz the Arab Boyveoti: Forbes

Magazine reporied the following:

“Adminigtered by the Arab League,
the boyeott is directed primarily against
companies that do business with Israel
and secondarily against companies that
g business with companies that do busi-
ness with Israel. The policy is embedded
in the laws of most of the Arab League
cotntrie Companies refusing to com-
ply with these laws are excluded from
doing business in these countries, and
that includes thogse companies that re-
fuse to provide information on whether
they comply with the boycotf or mnot”.
In the past, the Arabs have been inclined
to berd or ignore theilr boycott when-
ever there has been szome product or
service Chey need or want. Companies
like TWA, TBM, Hilton Intermational and
General Tlectric have been able to deal
with impunity with both the Arabs and
Israch., Time Magazine reporis the fol-
lowing with regard to the Arab “black-
Hst”: '

“The bhiggest headache for American
husineggman and politicians is the Arab
blacklist of firms or individuals that
supposediy have helped Israel in one
way or another. Offen, Arab buyers
will ask an American company to cer-
tify that it <does not <o business, even in
the U, 18, with any blacklisted frm. In
that way, American companies are pres-
sured to  dscriminate agsinst other
American companies. Compliance with
such requests may be morally reprehen-
sible, but ilg legal status is murky, No
17, 8. law specifically forbids it, but the
Government contends that complying
with the blacklist may violate the Sher-

man Antitrost Act by restricting Gomn-
petition. Tts contention has yet to be
ruled on by the courts”,

Anti-Beycott Legislation: There were
two bills which, if passed, would weaken
the Arab Boycott. One, sponscred by
Senator Abraham Ribicoff, specifies that
any U. 8. corporation which has com-
plied with any boycotf not sanctioned by
the 1. 8. could loge its foreign tax cred-
g, its foreign tax deferrals and its ex-
port subsidies. This bill became the Tax
Reform Act of 1876 around November 1.

The second bill was an amendment to
the Export Administration Act, spon-
sored by Representative Benjamin Ro-
senthal. It would have prohibited any
. 8. corporation from cooperaling with
the boycott, inchuding supplying infor-
mation. The bill would have imposed
fineg or imprisonment for each vieclation
and provide for the suspension of ex-
port licenses. The bill would also have
permitted lawsuits for triple damages.
This bill was passed by the House but
not hy the Senate and is therefore dead,
at least for mow. This bill, an amend-
ment to the Export Administration Act,
would have had far-reaching effects. Ac-
cording to Forbes Magazine, especially
vulnerahle were the big 1. 8. engineer-
ing and construction companies—Hrms
like Bechtel, Fluor, Ralph M, Parsons—
that have undertaken to manage mas-
sive development projects in Saudi Ara-
hia.

The Controversy within ASCE: The
Natiopal Board of Direction of ASCE
approved a position paper which states
that the boycott problem is neot one to
be solved by the American businessman
or hy legislation but should bhe ap-
proached through normal «diplomatic
channels (as is now heing done). Many
reasons arve given for this opposition, the
primary ones are:

1. The planned construction programs

in the oil-rich nations durning the next

5 years are estimated to exceed $200

hiilion.

2, The magnitude of the comstruction

programs is attracting competition

from competent international contrac-
tors on a world-wide basis,

3. U. 8. contractors can successfully

compete if not restricted by this pro-

posed legislation. For example, the
trade press reports that 39 of the

Iarger T, 8. contractors were awarded

contracts in excess of $7.5 billion in

the Middle BEagt in 1975,

4. U, 8, contractors, when successful,

purchase goods and services from the

U. &, which will vastly improve our

balance of payments and greatly con-

tribute to the reduction of unemploy-

met in construction and its ailied
fiekds.

3. It has been estimated that the adop-
tion of legislation reguiring all 17, S,
industry to vefuse to wadhere to the
hoyecott provisions would result in the
logs of 800,000 jeobs throughout the
8.

6. The boycott is imposed worbd-wide
and no other country hag legiglated
againgt it,

“The hoycott and ifs related effects
is 2 complex issue swayed by emotional
considerations. We should net over-re-
act and adopt punitive legislation that
is clearly not in the best interest of our
nation. and all of ity people. Congress
should not mandate a policy of contron-
tation which would work to the detri-
ment of U, 8. intevest”.

After the National ASCE position paper
wag approved, our local Section became
aware that a position on a very contro-
versial issue was adopted by ASCH. The
Philadeiphia Section has asked the Na-
tional Board to rescind ibs approval of
the anti-boycott position paper for
several reasons.  The position paper on
this dssue wasg not published din media
normally available to Society mombers.
The prepavation of the paper seemed
to be hastily done, with little opportun-
ity for discussion or input by local Sec-
tions or individual members. This reso-
Iation, approved unanimously by the
Philadelphia Section Board also as-
serted that the National Board's posi-
tion “suggests that the American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers may be preparved
to compromize fundamental principles
of fairness and ecqual opportunity in
order to secure pecuniary advaniage for
gome members of the enginecring pro-
fegsion”. Our local Section, in ita resolu-
tion, alse asked thal full disctosure he
made of issues raised, and the positions
under consideration, on this boycott is-
sue and on all future political matters,
so that local Sections and individuals
can participate in formulating an oflicial
position,

Interim guidelines by the Treasury
Department, under the Tax Reform Act,
appear to permit U 8. firms to comply
with the most comumon types of Arah
hoycoll requests without incurring ithe
loss of any tax benefits. Final guidelines,
fo he published next Spring by the new
Treasury Secretary, are expected to be
tougher.

National ASCE may or may not have
had some influence on these f{wo con-
troversial bills. However, the National
Board's handling of the situation has
caused a stir, not just in Philadelphia,
but in other local Sections.



