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OCTOBER LUNCHEON MEETING
Philadelphia Section, American Society of Civil Engineers

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1979
Engineers' Club, 1317 Spruce Street, Philadeiphia
Ceocktails — 11:30 AM. Lunch — 12 Noon Meeting — 12:30 P.M.

SUBJHECT:
THE DEVELOPMENT OF FPRANKELINTOWN — CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

SPHEARKER:
JOHN P, NOTEMYER, Project Engineer
Tarner Constraction Company

PREOGRAM HOST:
FREDRIO L. PLOTNICK
Chairman, Constraction Group

Franklintown, long in the planning and development stages, is finally in the
construction phase. Mr. Notemyer will gspeak on Turner Construction Company’s
involvement in the design and development stages of the hotel and office building
with the architect and developer, building statistice relative to size, building func-
tions, and a summary to date of the construction. Mr. Notemyer plans to utilize
a slide presentation to graphicly portray the project,

John F. Notemyer has been with Turner Construction Company for the past
ten years. During this period he has been involved in the comstmction of the
duPont Brandywine Office Building in Wilmington, the John Hopkins Hospital
Regional Cancer Center and other buildings relative to Phase T Re-development
in Baltimore, and the Penn Mufual Life Insurance Company Office Building in our
owmn Philadelphia,

Mr. Notemyer is a graduate of Wentworth College of Technology having an
Architectural Comstruction Degree and has faken advance studies at the DMassa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and the Boston Architectural Center.

SPHCOIAL EVENFT:

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY DAY

The ASCHE Student Chapter members, facuity and alumni of the Civil Emngi-
neering Department of Temple University College of Tngineering Technology
will be honored at this meeting, All students, facuily and alhunni are cordially
invited to attend.

Mail Reservation Cards Immediately or call Mr. deKovass at the Engineers’ Club — 735-5234
Win a FREE LUNCH!

STUDENTS — Plan to attend for Lunch {Half Price) or meeting after Lunch

TECHNICAL GROUP ACTIVITIES
Hydraulics and Sanitary
Date: Wednesday, October 3, 1979
Luncheon 12:00 noon—Engineers’ Club
Subject: Gag Recovery
from Clinnaminson Landfill

Speaker: Fred DeSanti
N. J. Public Service Electric and Gas
Program MHost: {lyde S, Younkin
Vice Chairman, Hydraulics & Sanitary

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY

OFFICERS 1979 - 1980

President

Mrs, James (Ann) Leasure
Vice President

Mrs, Robert M. (Paula) Koerner
Recording Secretary

Mrs, Frank (Ruth) Depman
Corresponding Secrefary

Myrs. Vietor A, (Frica} Marcug
Treasurer

Mrs, William (Natalie) Clayton

The 1979 - 1980 season opened with a
gratifying turnout of members and
guests on Wednesday, Seplember 18,
1979. Lancheon at the Engineers’ Club
wag followed by a stimulating guided
tour of the historic and picturesque Old
Walnut Street Theatler, $th and Walnut
Streets, Phikudelphia,

October Meeting

The next regular monthly Lancheon
Meeting will be held at the HEngineers’
Club on Wednesday, October 1%, 1979,
12:00 noon, The Auxiliary's own Mary
(Mrs, Edwyn L. dJr) Shoemaker will
present a slide illustirated narration en-.
titled: “Mexican Siesta’ about her
and HWd's travels through that colorful
country. All Auxillary members and
guests are cordially invited teo aftend,
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The commencement of another year with the new officers and programs for
the Philadeiphia Section of the American Soclety of Civil Engineerg is an excit-
ing time! All the preliminary work hag not been done, and probably won't be
done until my term is over. There never seems to be enough time,

The emphasis this year is on inflation and energy. Al types of measures
are being taken to conserve energy and still provide the best possible service and
engineering knowledge that can be obtained.

To help us provide the necessities of life and preserve our environment, we
have all kinds of help. Most of the help is ostensibly, derived from the various
federal agencies. We wonder if it is helping, or really compounding the problems,

This is the reason the engineer must decide the proper tasks to handie. There
are many solutions to the many problems; and we must remember not to try to
gsolve them all at once. Our organization in this way will iry te solve problems
by keeping the Civil Engineers abreast of what iz going on and, algo, to have our
inpuf in the legislative branch zo that it iz not the lawyers who dictate what the
engineers should do.

We are fortunate in having our reliable people back in the various positions,
such as: Norman Weiniraub, Program IChairman; Sid Robin to help in his fine
work with THE NEWS; and Ted Davis to keep his watchful eye on the treasury.
Ouyr officers, members of the Board and various committee chairmen are ali geared

to start an aggressive, excellent year for our Section,

Sincerely,

Kenneth J. Zitomer, President
Phila. Section, ASCE

PLEASE PAY SECTION DUESH

When you pay the $10.00 Phila. Secc-
tion annual dues, you hecome a full
Active Member and are eligible to reap
the benefits of the many professional
gervices and prestige which that clas-
aification provides.

In addition, your payment of Section
dues significantly helps the Seclion in
its ongoing search for revenues to 0~
nance its numerous and varied programs,
National ASCE allots $3.00 for each
assigned member who pays the Phila-
delphia Section dues,

REiffective October 1, 1979 - and for ths
first time - ASCE National Headquarters
will include Philadeiphia Section dues
in ifs Nationaj billing. In this way,
your one check will pay both National
and Local Philadelphia Section dues.
({National ASCE will reimburse the
Phila. Section for the Local dues)., You
will reeeive your bill from National
ASCE, with appropriate structions,
shortly after October 1, 1879, TPleage
send your checks in promptly lto Na-
tional. Headguarters in accordance with
their instructions,

Another important function of the
billing is for Phila, Section members to
indicate their preferences for mcmber-

ship in Technical Groups @ $1.00 an-
nually per Group., The bill from Nation-
al will include either a card or fill-in
blank teo indicate these choices. The
total annual Phila. Section dues will
therefore be $10.00 plus $1.00 per Tech-
nical Group membership,

YOU NEED THE PHILADELPHIA
SECTION, ASCE FCOR YOUR PRO-
FESSIONAL FULPILLMENT. THE
SECTION NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT
CONTINUQUSLY. TIT ALSO THANKS
YOU F¥OR YOUR PARTICIPATION
AND COOPERATION- IN ALL ITS
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES.

CHANGES IN SECTION
OFFICERS 1979 - 1980

Because of job transfers, sabbaticals
and out-of-country assignments, the fol-
lowing changes in the slated officers
(see THE NEWS March, 1979) of the
Phila, Section ASCE are announced:
Membership Secretary - Fudy Y, Long-
field, special appointment fo replace
John W. Schumann (two-year term).
Miss Longfield completed a {wo-year
term as Director 1978-1978.

Birector - Norman 4, Weintrauk, special

appointment to 1l unexpired term of
George N. Bathish (one year), Mr Wein-
traub completed g regulay two-year term
as Director 1978-1978,

Bivector - Fohm . Spitke, #r., special
appointment to f11 the unexpired term of
Williame J. Parvente (one year). Mr,
Spitko completed a regular two-year
termn as Director 1978-1979,

THE: NEWS, on behalf of the Phila-
delphia Section, congratulates the new
appointees for thelr posgitive and loyal
response to the Presidential wappoint-
ments; and thanks the replaced officers
for their dedicated service to the Section
during their uncompleted terms of office,

PHILADELPHIA SECTION
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
CIVIL ENGINEERS

OFFICERS 1979 - 171980

PRESIDENT
Kenneth J. Zitomey
VICE PRESIDENTS
Joseph It Syraiek Fredevie Rolt
BHCRETARY
Albert M. Tanialsa
ABBISTANT SECREPARY
Willlam M. Malavkey
TEEASURER
Theadore Davis
ASSISTANT TREASURER
Charles J. Denny
MEMBERSHII SECRETARY
Judy Y. Longfeld
BDIRECTORS
Bernard M. MeNamee John W. Carcoll
Norman . Welntranb Jawmes 1), Leasure
John 15, Epitlo, Je, David M. Bary, 11T
Robert W. Alley
(Reading Branch)
FAST PREJIDENTS
Will M. Heizer Brian J. Lewig
CGelestino R. Pennoni

PURLICATIONS COMRKITTEE
Sidney Robin
Chairman and Editor of THE NEWS
Joseph R. Syrnick
Asgistant Chairman and Assoeinte Tditos
Staff Writer
John B, Spltko, Jr.
Tublications Coordinator
Albert M. Tantala
LSEND COPY To:
Sidney Robin
64 Nangy Drive
Richhoro, Penogylvania 18464
Fhone: (215} 3222-74684
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1979 SALARY BENEFITS SURVEY . 79 1978 181z
Philadelphic Section, ASCE Section B - Employment Daty
This report is lhe third suvey of the Philadelphia B rl.yp(.ﬁ en113-lgy1?:-en'a. w_ seti-
Section of the American Soclety of Civil Engineers, The eimz}loymem‘ tpereent) - o
first report wag prepared in March, 1872 and the second (__:om_sl,l]iant,/vﬁ, it 38.0 4:9'5 394
it the Spring of 1876, It is expected thab the reports C:OTI-iI‘ac.tqir,]:;.m}der‘ ca. B 8} 75
will be biannual, with the next gueslionnaire Inehided }'iedemi Goverment ... £.0 85 9.8
with the April, 1981 issue of THE NEWS, Bate Government ..., 0.0 1 1
‘ ) Municipal, Local, or Re-
The response this vear wasg almost BU% greatsr than gional Coveranent o
for the prlor swrvey, with 211 questionnaives relurnod, AUhOTIEY ... ev. . 15 4.8 2.7
Where possible, the following summary also shows TRiikty
ihe wvesults of the prior suwveys fpublic or private) ... 114 .
1974 1696 19T Manufacturer ..., ..., 8.0 8.5 13.5
Bducation ........... 3.0 —— —
Sectior 4 - Persongl Dota S8les ... ... 4g . "
i, Average Age ......... .. RY R 384 408 CHRher ... ... 28 144 7.5
2. Years of full time 2. Technical Hesponsibility (percent}
Employment .. ... ..., 184} — Techmical ...... e 4l - e~
Years since first degree (155 155 18.8 Hales ..., 1 ——
4, Hducation (percent) Supervisory ..., 24 —
No Degres ... ....... 1.4 Administrative ... . . 2B e —
BE. o 800 507 80.0 Other ... - -
BE. 4 15 hours ..... 23.0 — 3. Number of different Wi
Masters Degrees ..., . 33.0 45,8 328 plovers since grad, ..., 2.85 - e
Droctoral Degree ... .. LRt 3.5 3.8 4. Years with current Bmp, 8,84 — —
5 ASCE Membership Grade {percent)
Asgociate ... ... ... 34.0 42.8 37.9 Secfion © -~ Beopsafits
Member ... . .. ... 6(—)}] 48.2 4’:’.% 1. Salary (dollars)
Fellow .............. ':x{} 67 137 AVE 2E,857 24380 18,100
Ldfe i L = 1o MAX, o 65,000 64,000 @ —
6. Registration {perceni} _ Mim ..o 12,006 11,200 —
ELT. .o 1o 18.0 1is 2. Bonus/Commission
PE. e 78.40 720 - 764 G 25 a3 B
LB 8.0 0 Avg. (dollars) ... ... . 5,700 —
7. Membership in other Profiessional/ Max, (doliars) ...... 44,008 20,000 .
Technical organizations Min, {(dellars) ....... 100G 25 —
b z% - T 3. Vacalion  {ncl,  admin.
Do woo o Iesve, personal days, ste.d
oo 9 - _ 10 days or less ... ... B £5 44
dormore ... 1 - - 11 66 15 days ........ a6 28 28
16 1o 20 days ........ 18 " .
= I 21 plas days ... .. 13 Z “3
it = 1 avg. days off ........ 15,1 15 13.5
GBI =i : 4. Holidays ............... 9.0 %3 %1
A=l it i B e aadE e i . Bick Leave - see digoussion
: e B g 6. Hoapitalization Ins, (pevcenti
Ei5 i S Aok - Ves ..ol 9 93 85
: Mo oo oo L 4 7 1%
EHiE : 7, Life Insuralbcs {percent}
Bjes Toes . ieae.. ... B8 4% —_
No ... oo L. 12 [ —
Avg, (dollarsy . ......, 4.1, (MM} 32,000 19,200
& Accident Tnsurance (percent)
Yes ..o, 68 a7 46.7
Mo ... . ... .......582 43 43.3
8 Disability Insurance {percent)
= &8 £ e
No ..., ... .........52 459 —
10, Tension Plan (percent)
Yes ... ... ... &% 83.6 —
1009 company paid .44 — —
Employee contrib, .37 — —
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1979 1976 1972 stavting salaries for graduate engineers (closer to 38%)
11. Profit Sharing Plan (percent} over the same period.
A . . —
Nob 57 77777 ___ The results for fringe benefits are difficutt, if not im-
oo possible, to interpret. With variables such as years with
12. Formal Severance Pay Policy (percent) employer, quality of plans, exclusions, percent paid by
Yesd .o 37 44 315 cmployers, duration of coverage, etc., the survey is not
No .o 83 o6 68.5 large enough to provide a meaningful breakdown. This
18. Twmition Reimhursement g particularly true since, based on the answers of this
90 - 100% vt 82 28.5 . and the previous survey, the nurmher of respondents who
50« 900 .iiiinnaen. 12 25.7 _— don't know the extent of their benefits iz shocking.
NOE v vvermnimmanres 286 45.8 —

Section D - Opinions

Ves Ne
1. Do you feel that a blannual salary survey is:
a. Useful to you ..., 84 16
b. Appropriate for Phila. ASCE ...93 7
¢, A waste of time ... .. e 6 94

2. Do you believe your salary, considering your experi-
ence and ahility, compared to other Civil Eugineers is:

Much lower ............0.0.. 3%
TAOWEBE oo e 25%
Similar ... B0%
Higher .. ..oiiiiivaaenans. 19%
Much higher ............... 3%

3. Do you believe your fringe henefits, compared to other
Civil Engineers, are:

Much lower ............--.. 3%
LOWEr ... 179%
Simdlar ... e 38%
Higher ... ..o ianan. 37%
Much higher ............... D%

4. To improve any of the following, would you consider
joining a labor union or employees’ asscciafion?

TUnion Asgsoc.
Yes No Yes o
Salary . ..ceae s 17 83 3 68
Benefits - .-vvinna-- i3 85 39 61
Security ... 14 86 30 iy
Work conditions ....13 35 36 64

5. Do you agree or disagree with the following
gtatements:
Agree  Disagres

a. Registration should be re-

quired for all engineers as a

condition of continued em-

ployment ... il 65
b. Continuing education should

be reguired to maintain

registration ........... ..., 50 a0
¢. Consulting work may he

competitively bid when the

reguirements are reasonably

well defined ..oy 1] 44

Discussien

The results of Sections A and B, Personal and BEm-
ployment Data, are reasonably clear and show no major
differences from prior years. The average annual salary
hag increased 17.59% from the previcus survey (1976). This
figure is far less than inflation and, based on reports from
colleges and universities, is far less than the increase in

Annmal sick leave ranges from five dayg fo unlimited,
with the median value around twelve days at full pay. In
general, most vespondents received 100 percent employer
paid life insurance hetween one and two times their annual
galary. Disability insurance varied between 35 and 100
percent of salary (modian of 70 percent), with the employer
paying 25 to 100 percent of the cost {(median of 50 percent).

Approximately ten percent of the responses contained
comments, many concerning the guestions in the opinion
section:

“(5a) should apply where the engineer uses his regis-
tration, not where position does not demand this reg-
istration; e.g., any type of engineer on nuclear power
plant.”

(5a) Y disagree with idea of locking out capable people
with registration requirements.”

{5a) “Registration should be required above a certain
reaponsibility level.”

(5h} “The hest way to maintain professional compe-
tence iz by enforcing high standards. Hvery engineer
should accept only the best possible work {rom his
associates. To attempt to legislate professional com-
petence is ridiculous.”

{(5a) “Too many companies are paying lip service to
the P.E. License, When it comes to promotion, non-
registered engineers are promoted over registered ones.”

(50) “Unfortunatey, I don’t feel that many emplovers -
especially the larger omes- will heed the recommenda-
tiong hased on this survey. 1 wish they did.”

Suggested gquestions for future surveys included addi-
tional benefits; for example:

1) Company car?

2) Company-paid registration fee?

3} Company-paid Soclely membership?

4} Company matching gift program?
Further topics included engineering salaries relative to other
professions, and the engineer’'s stafus in the construction
industry.

——

Iditor's Note: The Phila. Section ig indebted to Director
Norman G. Weintraub who - as a Comumittee of One -
prepared the 1979 Salary and Benefits Survey Ques-
tionnaire, which was sent out with the March 18578
issue of THE NEWS., The Section extends its highest
compliments to Worman for his comprehensive, splendid
report on the Survey, which succeeds those in 1872
and 1976,
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SPRING AND SUMMER
HAPPENINGS
Philadelphiz Section ASCE Repre-
sentatives Atlend AAFSS Conferénce

Hection Vice-President Joseph R. Syr-

nick and Publications Chainman Sidney
Reobin represented ABCH at the &85rd
Annual Meeting of the American Acad-
emy of Political and Social Heienece
(AAPSEY held in Philadelphia at the
Benjamin Franklin Hotel April 6-7, 1878

Until this year, ASCH was the only
professicnal engineering society to send
delegates to the avnual conference of
this internationally renowned orgam‘z&--
tien, Joe and Sid were plessed to noie
that this yesr the American Scciely of
Mechanical Engineers, American Society
for Metals and the Awmesican Instituts
of Aeronauntic and Asftronautic EHngl-
neers gent delegates to the 1979 Annual
Mooting.

The subject thiz year was: The HEn-
vironment and the Quality of Life: A
Forld WView, Renowned speakers and

DAVYIS FETED
AT BALA SOCIAL

In tribute to his extensive and devoted
service to the Philadelphia Section A3
CH - particularly 18 years ag Treasurer -
Theodore (Ted) Davis wag presented
a special Certificate of Appreciation
Award in ceremonies at the Secltion's
Annual Spring Social at Bala Golf Club,
May 5, 18789

Algo honored at the Social were Pasl
President Will M, Helser, Outstanding
Civil Hngineer Award; and Charles €.
Zoliman, a Special Civil  Bagineer
Achievement Award, in recognition of
his pioneering research and developmen.
of pre-stressed concrete technology in
bridges and other major structures, (S=e
THE NEWS, April-May 1878).

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS

Charles ©, Folinaazs, who wags honored
by the Philadelphia Section, ASCE, for
his eminence in the field of Prestressed
Concrete (See THE NEWS, April-May,
1878), has been glven by unanimous
vote of the Prestressed Conerete Insti-
tute Board of Directorg, the PCI
MEDAL of HONOR Award.

The coveled Award ig given to those
individuals “. .. who have made highly
significant contributions to the Pre-
stressed and Precast Concrete Industry,
and who have demonstrated a sincers
continuing interest in the Institute...”
Presentation of the prestiglous Award
will be made during the PCI Convention

(continued on page 6)

topice were included,

Delegations included the foreign em-
paszy of many countries of the world,
Houador, Hgypt, Poland South Africa,
Paragnay, Madagasker, and United Na-
tions missions from Argentina, Holivia,
India, USSR, Nigeria: public jurisdigc-
tion and govermmmenial apencies includ-
ing many stafes and principal cities of
the United Stateg, the CIA, TS, Depart.
ment of Agriculture, U8, Public Health
Bervice, HUD and maay others; several
universities and colleges from the TUnited
Htates and abroad and international
civie, scientific and commercial organ-
izations:

A
Concrete Canoce Race

The Beventh Annual Concrete Canoe
Face (sponsored cntirely by the Phila.
Section for the second consecutive year)
wags held op the Behuyikill River Race
Course on Saturday, April 7, 1979 with
Case Western University of Cleveland,
Ohio, taking fop honors in all but one
category,

Asg wag the cage in 1978, the number
of schools participating was small, but
both the contestants and the approsxi-
mately three hundred spectators were
extremely enthusiastic. A welcome ad-
dition this year was some good cover-
age by the three local television stations,

Five colleges entered canoes: Case
Western Reserve, Penn, Toemple, Drexel
and Villanova. Races included Men's,
Women's Mixed and facully. As noted
previously Case Western won first placs
in all cafegories except one,

The lone victory by a loeal school
was recorded in the Best Decorated
category for its wery sleek “Jaws” de-
algn. This narrowly defeated Cage West-
ern’s Viking Boat, complete with dragon
head, sail and shields,

High pralge iz duc Race Chalrman
Bill Malarkey, Phila. Section Assistant
Secretary, for his expert handling of
the myriad details and arrangement
complexities of the event. Bill and his
wife Ann even served as finish linc
judges. TFom BDowd, veleran boating
enthusiast and raclog official, again
headed the team of starters and fimers.

An excelicnt time was had by all, and
the Section is looking forward to next
year's race, which we hope will atiract
more enlries.

,7Uﬁ
41st Annual
Student Chapter Conference

The Confersnce of the Pennsylvanis -
Delaware ASCE Student Chapters was
held on April 20, 1978 at Drexel Univer-
sity. Hstablished by the Phila. Section
in 1926, the main objective of the Con-

ference is indocirination of Civil Engi-
neering students in oral presentation of
techinical papers of their own author-
ship, on diverse tcpics of intevest to the
profession.  Also, the Conference pro-
vides a forum for the Student Chapters
to discuss mutual problems and objec-
tives.

Seven papers, by representatives of
Widener, Lehigh, Lafayefte, Drexel (fwo
papers), Swarthmore and. Villanova,
were splendidly prepared and expertly
presented.  The auibors were highly
praiged by Chairman of Judges Sidney
Robin  Phila, Section Past President
and Chairman of Publications. Awards
were as follows: :

First Prize - Group A (this category
invelves laboratory testing and exper-
imentation, as well ag investigative re-
search): “Laboratory Study of the Use
of Bynthetic Fabrice in Road Construc-
tion”, by Marvin Fettermean, Robert
Hachman, Joseph Hudak, dohn Kazana,
and Siuart Hoppeitoan, Drexel Univer-
sity., Mr. Hackman made the - oral
pregsentation. :

First Prize - Group B (reguires no
laby work, but feafures literary research
and analyses): “Feasibility Report on
Treatment of Sanitary Waste in Still
Water Lake Hstates”, by Charlene Ann
¥Oonnor, Villanova University.

Heeond Prize: “Life Support Systems:
Environmental Control in Space Col-
omies”, by Baniel L, Gallagber, Drexel
University, (A Group B paper),

Third Frize - (Tie):
Analysis of Cruciform Joints” by Reuw-
ben Eb. Boyer, Joseph Connelly, Michaet
Dolan, and William Gettel, Widener Col-
tege. Mr. Getfel presented the paper
orally. (A Group A paper).

Thivg Prize ~ (Tie): “On Modelling
Concrete  Structures”, by Tim Cohm,
Swarthmore Colege. {A Group A paper).

{(Becond and third prizes are awarded
irrespective of Group A or B category).

Certificates of TFonorable Mention
were  presented to all authors and
speakers.

Joining Sid Robin as Judges were:
Robert €, Richert, an official of GFU
Service Corp., Reading, Pa., and Pres-
ident (1679-1980) of the Reading Branch
of the Phila. Section ASCE; and A.
Bayry Seymour, Partner, L. H. Doane
Asgsociates, Ine., Wilmingten Delaware.

Special kudos are extended to Section
Past President Dr, Robert M., Koerner,
Professor of Civil Engineering at Drexel
University and Faculty Advisor of the
ARBCE Student Chapter. Bob was prin-
cipally responsible for the superb co-
ordination of the complex mechanics of
the Conference, ity flawless eofficiency
and cutstanding success.

“Photoelastic
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MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
{continued from page B5)

in Dallas, Texas at the Membershin
Luncheon on October 17, 1979,

Dr, John L. Bumpt, Vice President
and Dean of Faculiies, College of Hn-
gineering, Temple University, served as
Moderator of a Panel discuszing “Fngi-
neering Technology Programs” at the
Nationzl ASCE Conference o Civil Bn-
gineering Hducation, April 19-21, 1979
at the University of Wiscongin - Madison.

_......,(}.._..

Dr. Harry G, Haryis, Associate Pro-
fessor of Civil Engineering, Drexel Uni-
versity, has been working for the past
five wvears with graduate and under-
graduate students to study prefabricated
housing assembly techniques to test re-
sponse to impacts, such as earthguakes
or explosions,

Under a grant from the Department
of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) experiments have been conduct-
ed on a simall-scale anodel of a prefah-
ricated building., The researchers are
studying “‘progressive collapse,” a pro-
cess which can occur wihern one com-
ponent of a structure is damaged and
the other building parts cannot swith-
starl the impact. The research has
verified the need for gteel joints in pre-
fabricated structures *...to tie the
building together...”

Dir. Harris explaing that building codes
now governing the construction of pre-
fabricated structures are not yet fully
defined, and that the results of his ex-
periments will he used by HUD to in-
fluence guestionable codes.

N,

STRUCTURAL
PLASTICS DESIGN MANUAL

The ASCE Task Committee on Design
has released the preliminary first phase
(Chapters 1-4, approx, 480 pages) of the
Structural Plastics Design Manual. The
text being made available through the
ASCE Teadguarters reviews the fol-
lowing topicg:

Structural Plastic Maderials

RBehavior of Structural Plastics

Materialg Criteria for Structural De-

sigh

Overall Considerations in

Design With Plastics

Topics to be addressed in the final
completed version of the manual, to be
published in 1980, will also include;

Design considerations of plastics rela-

tive to flammability characteristics

Design of Plates and Membranes

Design of Beams, Columng and Frame-

wWorks

Degign of Shells

Structural

Design of Sandwich Structures

Diesign of Pipe

The text is awvailable in preliminary
tormt te solicit comments from the en-
gineering profession relative to conlent
and <etail. The final version of the
manual will be edited based upon the
response received. The manner of the
response iz addressed in fhe Foreword
of the manual.

The purpose of the manual is to serve
ag a significant technical reference and
desizn aid as well as a basic primer fo
engineers concerned with a wide variety
of structural applications of plastics in
building censiruction, process industries,
sanitary - facilities, transportation and
marine structures and special vessels,

The fee for the manual iz $6.00 to
cover overhead, handling and postage.
The purchase request should be directed
to: The Publication Sales Department,
American Sociefy of Civil Engineers,
345 . 47th Street New York, NY 10017,

JOE QPPORTUNITY —
STRUCTURAL CONSULTANT

Grani Cooper and Associates, a Man-
agement and Consuliing firm wholly re-
tained by client companies, and with
Corporate Offices in 81, Louis, MO, offers
the positicn of Structural Engineering
Jonsultant to an individual with a de-
gree in Civil, Mechanical or Structural
Engineering., Requlrements include ex-
perience in both finite element analysis
and the use of computers for solving
problems in the structural analysis area.
Salary range is in the mid-twenties to
Jow-thirties, hased in 8t. Louis. There
is some client contact and a moderate
amount of travel )

Interested, gualified candidates may
write or call collect: Albert G. Koebhe,
Staff Aassgociate, Crant Cooper Associ-
ates, 2388 Schuetz Road, Suite 40, St
Louis, MO 63141; (314) 567-4680.

— A IO — e

DIED

THOMASSEN, VICTOR G.
March 22, 1979, age 89
Past President of the Philadelphia
Section, ASCE (19536-1957), Vic Tho-
massen was for decades one of the most
dedicateqd and dynamic advocates and
members in the Section’s history. It
wag principally through his initiatives
that most of the professional and civic
contributions made by the Philadelphia
Section took root and grew into institu-
tional programs. The Women’s Auxil-
iary was Vic's idea and was established
during his tenure as President.
In addition to his distinguished career
as an outstanding civil engineer, espe-
cially in design of steel bridges, and

He was extremely active

until an injury forced discontinuance,
Mr, Thomassen was- a highly regardect
figure skater in the Philadelphia area.
He wag heavily involved in many pro-
fessional organizations and their work
in the Delaware Valley. He also main-
tained close liasson with his beloved
alma mater, Cornell University. Mr
Thomassen retired and moved to Atlan-
tic City, N.J. about 10 years agoe. He
will be sorely missed by his many
friends here. He is survived by nieces
and nephews in New Jersey and Mary-
land.

mom
SACKS, SAMUEL 1.

June 25, 1879, age 86

Sam Sacks wag one of the true pio-
neers of the Philadelphia Section, ASCE,
The Section iz eternally indebted to him
for his sage counsel and guidance for
more than 40 years as Chairman of the
Legislation, Registration and By-Laws
Committee as a Section Director, and
enthmsiastic participant in all important
Section activities,

In addition to being a Registered Pro-
fessional Engineer, Mr, Sacks was a
graduate of Temple Universily School
of Law, earning his L.L.B. (Bachelor
of Laws) and J.D. (Doctor of Jurispru-
dence) there. He conducted, simulta-
neously active practices in Law and
Civil Engineering in Philadelphia until
he was incapacitated by a serious ac-
cident about two years ago,

During his employment by the City
of Philadelphia (1913-1919), Mr. Sacks
was in charge of the design of Elevated
Line and Broad Street Subway Stations.
As an attorney, he specialized in engi-
neering, architectural and building law.
He served as a consultant to the May-
or's Advisory Committee for the Re-
vision of the Philadelphia Building Code,
Sam was a widely sought lecturer and
writer on legal and engineering topics.
in religious
affairs, He was an alumnus of Graiz
College, the world-renowned institution
of Hebrew Literature and Learning, lan-
guage and music; and he was named
Gratz “Man of the Year” in 1968 He
gerved in many official capacities for the
Federation of Jewish Agencies and sev-
eral Temples,

Among his many professional asso-
ciations, in addition to ASCE, was Mam-
ber d’Honneur de Societe des Ingenienrs
Professionals, a French Professional Tn-
gineering organization.

The Section’s Membership’s sincerest
sympathies are extended to his widow,
Mrs. Cecelia Sacks, a long-time friend
of the Philadelphia Section and its
Women's Auxiliary; and a daughter,
Mrs, Marjorie Abrams.



