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JANUARY DINNER MEETING

Philadelphia Section, American Society of Civil Engineers
Joint Meeting with Women's Auxiliary, Phila. Section, ASCE

TUESDAY, JANMUARY 11, 1983

Engineers' Club, 1317 Spruce Street, Philadelphia
Cocktails — 5:30 P.M, Dinner — 6:30 P.M. Meeting — 7:30 P.M.
SUBJHCT: ‘

TRANSPORTATION THROUGI THE 1980's — Management, Ethics, Politics

and Survival.
SPHARREE:

DR, THOMAS D. LARSON, Secretary, Department of Transportation, Com-

monwealth of Pennsyivania.

T)r. Larson hag served as Secrefary of the Department
of Transportation since January 1879, He was designated
1982 “Construction Man of the Year’ by Enginectring News
Record, a national magazine rvead weekly by 300,000 engi-
neers and bhuilders, In 1981, he served as Chairman of the
Transportation Research Board, a national group of trans-
portation experts working under the auspices of the Nation-
al Academy of Sciences. Relween May 1981-82 he was the
Pregident of the Northeast Association of State Highway
and Transportation Officials (NASHTO).

{continued on page 2}
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FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1983
Cocktails — 5:30 B.M. Dinner — 6:30 P.M. Meeting — 7:30 P.M.
SUBJHECT:
PLANNING FOE CLEAN AIR IN PHILADELPHIA: The Potential of Public
Transit
SPEAKER:
RON ROGOGENRUREK, Supervisor of Environmental Program; and Project
Manager of Transportation and Alr Quality Group, Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission.

Can we achieve air quality improvement by making public transit more al-
tractive in our Tity? Is SEPTA the solution to controlling anto emlission pollu-
tion? These and other substantive, challenging guestiong will be addressed in Mr.
Roggenburk’s falk. PLAN TO ATTEND,

SPHCIAL FEATURE:
SWARTHRMORE COLLEGH NEIGET

Please call Mr, delovacs at the Enginsers’ Club immediately {215 735.5234), for
reservations,

STUDENTS w Plan 4o attend for Dinner [Half Price} or meeting after Dinner,

TECHNICAL GROUFP ACTIWTIES

Construction

Fanuary Meeting

Date: Thursday, Javuary 274, 1983
Joint Meeting with Structural Group.
See details under Stractural Group

Geotechnical

Jannary Meeting

Date: Tuesday, January 138, 1983
Engineers’ Club—T7:00 P.M.

Subject: Uses of Numerical Modeling in
Mining and Construction Dewatering
Projects

Speaker: Dr, E, Scott Bair, Hydroge-
ologist, Geotechnical Engineering Di-
vigion, Stone & Webster Enginecring
Corporation, Cherry ', NJ

Program Host; Dr. Ziyad I. Husami
Chairman, Geotechnical Group

Refreshments are served

Mining and subsurface construction
projects commonly require a water table
to be lowered or an artesian head to be
depressurized to ensure dry working
conditions, to stabilize slopes, or to pre-
vent rupture and heaving of mine and
excavation floors.

Dr. Bair received hig Ph.D, and M.3.
degrees from The Pennsylvania State
University and his B.A. degree from the
College of Wiooster. He is a Registered
Professional Geologist and a membeyr of
the REditerial Board of the Jjournal
Ground Water,

February Meeting
Diate: Tuesday, February 15, 1983
Engineers’ Club—-T7:00 P.M.
Subject: Ground-water Flow Modeling
HBpzaker: Dr. J. W, Mercer, President,
GeoTrans, Reston, Virginia
Program Host: Pr. Ziyad I, Husami,
Chairman, Geotechnical Group
Refreshments are served
(continued on page 2)
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TECHNICAL GROUYP ACTIVITIES
(continted from page 1)

Struetunal

January Meeting

Joint Dinner Meeting with Construction

Group

Date: Thursday, Janunary 27, 1983
Engineers' Club—Cocktails: 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: 6:30 pan.—Meeting: 7:30 pam.

Subject: Design and Constroction of
Soft Ground Tunnels

Speaker: Arun Patel, Chief Structural
Engineer of DMJIM - EKaiser Xngi-

neers, the Joint Venture designing the
Baltimaore Subway.

Program Co-Hosts: Fredric E. Ploinick,
Chairman, Construction Group
Stephen H. Golden, Chairman Struc-
tural Group
Mr. Patel will discuss the general

parameters of design angd comsiruction
of goft ground tmmnels, and will high-
light these concepts with examples of
the techniques heing usged on the Balti-
more Subway,

Febiuary Meeting

Date: Thursday, February 24, 1983
Enginecers’ Club Cocktails: 5:30 P.M,
Dinner: 6:30 P.M. Meeting: 7:30 P.M.

Subject: Load and ZResistance Factor
Design (LRFD)

Speakor: Dr, Ivan M. Viest, Assistant
Manager, Sales Engineering, Bethle-

hem Steel Corp., Bethlehemn, PA
Program Host: Stephen H. Golden,

Chairman, Structural Group

Load and resistance factor design a
major advance toward rational design
of steel framed buildings, is under con-
sideration by the AISC Specification
Committee. The presentation ig in two
paris. The first part deals with basic
features of LRFD. The method is de-
fined first and a generalized LRFD for-
mat developed. The discussion centers
on gources of variability in design, on
limits states and on probabilistic con-
cepts underlying the numerical values
of load and resistance factors. The nu-
merical values are presented next and
the results of a design evahiation of
LRFD follow. The second part deacribes
the development and the contents of the
proposed LREFD design specification. The
eimphasis iz on the strength of individ-
pal struetural members: both stee] and
composite steel-concrete members are
discussed,

Dr. Ivan M, Viest, a native of Czecho-
slovakia, was educated in his native
country and in the United States where
he received degrees from Georgia In-
gtitute of Technology and the Univer-
gity of [lineis. His past experience in-
cluded engineering degign, construction,
teaching, consulting on problems in
structural engineering and extensive re-
gsearch studies., Sinee joining Bethle-

FANTARY DINNER MEETING
(continued from page 1)

Before becoming Transportation Secretary, Dr, Larson was a Professor of
Engineering at the Pennsylvania State University as well as Director of the
Pennsylvania Transportation Institute. He was also Chairman of the Transpor-
tation Advisory Commiftee, and, in this capacity, he headed the 1976 New Direc-
tions for PennDOT study. It is thiz study, with its recommendations on improv-
ing fiscal policy and operating strategies, that guides his present reform of the
Department into a service-oriented agency.

Dr. Larson earned his B.S. (1952), M.S. (1959) and Doctorate (1962) in Civil
Engineering at Penn State University, and has been affiliated with the University
for the past 23 years (currently on leave of absence) as an adminigtrator, instruc-
tor and researcher, including leaves for study and research in England and Swe-
den. He is the winner of the Sanford E, Thompson Award for contributions in the
field of trangportation materials research.

Dr, Largon’s previous positions in private industry ang public service mcluded
Engineer—Herbert R, Imbi Corporation concentrating on highway construction.
Designer—Pennsylvania Department of Forest and Waters concentrating on fluod
control. Engineer-—U, ‘8. Navy Civil Engineers Corps. Trained in officers candidate
schoo]l and served as an Officer-in-Charge of construction and a public works officer.
Engineer—DBethlehemn Steel Corporation. Worked on water systems development,
furnace rebuilding and plant development projects.

He is a Past Chairman - PennDOT Fiscal Review Task Force for the State of
Penngylvania. Task Force produced a series of far-reaching recommendations which
formed the basis for the Thornburgh administration’s transportation reform pro-
posals,

SPRCIAL FEATURE:

DREXEL UNEVERSITY NIGHT

The ASCE Student Chapter, Facuity and Alumni of the Civil Engineering
Department of Drexel University will be honored at this meefing, Al students
faculty and alumni are cordially invited to attend.

hem he hasg been involved in diversified
market development activities in all

major steel consuming industries.

Dr, Viest is a member of the National
Academy of Engineering and an hono-
rary member of ASCH,

ACl TO CONDUCT SEMINAR

A full-day program on “Concrete Roe-
pair and Restoration” will be prescnied
on Thursday, February 17, 1983 at the
Holiday Inn South, Essington, Pa., by
the American Concrete Institute. Co-
spongors will bhe the Delaware Valley
Chapter ACI and the Philadelphia Sec-
tion ASCE.

Topics covered will include: Impor-
tance and Methods of a Condition Sur-
vey: Types of Repair Materials; Selec-
tion of Repair Method; Surface Prepara-
tion and Repair Technigues; Repair and
Restoration of Sfeel Corrosion Distress,

For full details and registration forms
please contact Mike Boyle, (215) 688-
8517, or Randy Crenin, (215) 643-7363.
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DECEMBER MEETING

December 14, 1982 Engineers’ Club

Professional Enginzering Liability

A good-sized and appreciative an-
dience of Philadelphia Section, ASCE
members and guests attended the De-
cember Meeting, which featured a panel
discussion on the extremely timely and

ASCE PRESIDENT WIEDEMAN
SECTION GUEST

Tihe Philadelphia Section was privi-
leged and honored to welcome as its spe-
cial guest at the December 14 1982
maeeting, Jdoehn H., Wiedeman, Nationa!
President, Awmerican Soclety of Civil
Engineers, and Mrs, Wiedeman,

Mr. Wiedeman, an engaging speaker
and articulate story-teller, immediately
won the aundience with amusing anec-
dotes. He then discussed the mmuch-
heralded rebuilding and rehabilitation
of the infrastructure of fhe United
States. Decades of mneglect have left
roads, bridges, water and sewage Sys-
tems, public transport, tunnels, canals,
harbors and dams in critical need of re-
placement, maintenance and repair.
ASCE naburally is greatly interested
in, and will be intensely involved in the
20-year, $900 billion program Mr, Wiede-
man anticipaies -— in capital funding
proposals, and in technical planning,
desigm and construction,

President Wiedeman also discussed
briefly recent initiatives in engineering
performiance (and failures). Prier to
the Main Section Meeting, Mr., Wiede-
man attended the Section’s Board of
Directors’ Meeting, where he sumimar-
ized many lssues of National ASCE con-
cern, but which also affect Local Sec-
tion interests.

One of the most nobtable and coniro.
versial items of interest which Mr., Wie.
deman discussed is the study by a spe-
cial ASCH Committee to investigate the
ccomomic and physical feasibility of re-
location of the Natiomal ASCE Head-
guarters out of New York to ohe of sev-
eral applicant cities, Many Local Sec-
tions and regional or State-wide inte-
grated Sections have for years com-
plained of the need for a nationally cen.
tralized Headquarters location so that
accessibility would be more convenient,
particularly to the western and central
States. The Cominittee's research and
analysis are continuing and National
Board of Direction action on the issue
i contemplated.

Mr. Wiedeman graciously responded
to many questions by Phila. Section
Board members.

important subject: ‘“Professional Engi-
neering Liability,” Three experts in the
field were the panelists. They were:
Reeder R. Fox, Esq. Partner, Duane,
Morris and Heckscher, Phila., Pa.;
Gregory D. Kwsm, Asst. Vies President,
Schinerer Co., New York City; and Wil-
Ham P, Loew, ¥sq., Vice President and
Corperate Secretary, Hill International,
Inc., Willingboro, N. J. Ira N, Pierce,
Advisor fo Section Program Chairman
Charlene O'Connor, was the skillful
Moderator of the round-table presenta-
tion,

Temple University Night

The wmeeting highlighted the ASCE
Student Chapter, alumni and faculty of
the Civil Engineering Department of
Temple University College of Engineer-
ing Technology. Br, Robert J, Stone,
Chairman of the Dept. of Civii Engi-
neering and Consgtruction, Faculty Ad-
visor of the ASCE Student Chapter,
and leng & distinguished member of the
Phila. Section, provided insight into the
recent administrative changes at the
Taiversity. Notable among these
changes is the appointment of another
dedicated and Active member of the
Bection, Dr. John L, Rumpf to the posi-
tien of Executive Vice President, the
gecond highest ranking officer at the
University. Dr. Rumpf, who attended
the meeting and was Introduced by Dr.
Stone, will he Acting Pregident of
Temp!e University whenever President
Peter J. Liacouras ig officially absent
from campus.

Dr. Stone recegnized new facully
members in the expanded Civil Engi-
neering Department, who attended the
meeting. He reviewed the new direc-
tions and changes in the engineering
programs at the Ambler, Center City
and Main North Broad Street campuses.
The wultimafe objective is to attain full
accreditation as an Engineering College
within a few years, including the B.S.
and M.B.A. Degree necognition. He de-
geribed the many expanded Civil Engi-
neering specialties courses, including
So0il 'Mechanics; Basic and Advanced
Surveying, including Aerial Surveying;
Suhdivision and Surveying Law; Water
Management Hydrology: EIT. review;
and many others,

Dr. Stone is pleased to report that the
Civil Engineering and Construction De-
partment enrcliment is growing. This
vear 272 students were under the juris.
dietion of the Department.

Student Chapter Officers

Temple's ASCE Student Chapter Vice
President, Gregory Gionforearo, sub-
gtituting for President Phillip Cohen —
who was unable to be present —— in-

troduced Chapier members, who braved
exam week obligations to attend the
meeting, and alumni. Greg acknowl-
edged the other officers: Secretary
Mark Ownesky and Treasurer Dan Din-
ehel, He described the Chapter's anibi-
ticus fechnical programs and proposed
events, including the popular Annual
Concrete Canoe Race next Spring.

Greg eloquently appealed to the Sen-
ior Members of the Seclion for help in
cbtaining jobs, on behalf of hig fellow
students about to graduate. e praised
the Civil Engineering Department clas-
seg, and the caliber of students and their
teachers.

The Panel: My, Fox, the Lawyer

Bach panel member prescnted state-
ments on his specialty after introduc-
tion by Moderator Ira Plerce. The first
speaker, Reeder R, Fox, Hsg, advised
his lsteners that hecause of the al-
most prohibitive costs of nsurance all
professionals — especially engineers -—
must be acutely congcious of liability-
clalm responsibilities, e sumimarized
major considerations and precautions
incumbent on the engineer at the com-
mencernent of a project:

1. Contract Forms - NS PE., and
AJXA. Too often, carelessness in writ-
ten agreements is the principal culprit
where reinforcement of Mability insur-
ance protection is lacking.

2. Parchase Orders. Be alert to pro-
teetive language in proposal letters, to
avoid potential claims due to inherent-
ly faulty or dangerous products, Neces-
sary warranties and guarantees must be
incorporated in the purchase ordery -—
to protect the engineer’s service,

3. Contractor’'s Obligafion -— to in-
demnify (by imsurance) Owner and In-
ginecer against liability claims.

4. Consultants, Whether engineer to
engineer or engineer to architect the
principal designer is responsible for his
consultants’ (agents’) designs, The
principal should investigate the consul-
tant's liabhility coverage. Ideally, an
Owmer should contract directly with the
consultant. Thig is pamticularly appro-
priate in sgoil-investigation analyses of
gite conditions and foundation charac-
teristics.

5. Specification of New Produets, You
must not accept out of hand the sales-
man's touting of hig product. The Law
requires that the engineer iz obliged to
make a reasonable investigation of the
characteristics and qualifications he-
yvond the company manuals explana-
tion of the product’s properties and per-
formance capabilities,

(continued on page 4)
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DECEMBER MEETING
{continued from page 3)

Mr. Kunun — The Insurance Expert
Gregory D, Kumn, an official of one
of the country’s most renowned profes-
giopal liability Insurers, The Schinerer
Ca., N. Y., produced striking and fright-
ening statistics on the numbers and
sizes of claimsg during the past 20 years.
Inflation, of course, has contributed to
the escalation of dollar amounts of
claims; but it is mol responsible for the
drastic increases in numberg and fre-
quency of claims. These statistics, said
Mr. Kumm, engender staggering in-
creases in premiums., He described the
types of claims:
250, involve principally bodily in-
ury.
729 are construction workers’ re-

medial claimsg and property
damage.

3%, are @ combination of both of
the above.

To reduce the severity of claims, Mr.
Kumm suggests that the key is to dis-
prove negligence. To do this, the HEn-
gineer must preserve the burden of proof
of limbility through good clear, unan-
biguous contracts which ddefine and re-
cite limita of responsibility.

Mr. Loew — The Attorney and Enginesr

The third panelist, Williamn P, Loew,
Fsq., substifuted for ihe originally
scheduled speaker, Irvin E. Richter, Esq.,
Pregident and Chief Hxecutive Officer,
Hill International, Inc., who was unable
to attend and sent his regrets, Mr.
Loew, Vice President and Corporate
Secretary of Hill International, views
the challenge from the dual pulpits of
the legal wadvocate and the trained
Mechanical Engineer., 'Too often, said
Mr. Loew, controversies and claims
arige because of failure of the architect
and the engineer fo define clearly re-
sponsibilities and ground rules vis-a-vis
the Contractor and Owner. This ob-
taing in contouring the duties and areas
of design ang analyses by the techni-
ciang; and specifying indisputable com-
pensation parameters. Mr, Loew lists
some principal elements in evaluating
the merits of liability claims:

1. The facts of the claim,

2. The contract under which the par-
tieg are bound.

3. Lawg of various jurisdictions, For
example some States interpret
negligence procedures as functions
of categories of law entirely dif-
ferent from those of other States
or regions.

Mr, Loew described some actual claims

resulting from disputes in design plans
and specifications; bidding and con-
struction methods; negligence; standards
of care and safety; failure to comply
with local building codes (often caused
by overzealous engineers employing de.
sign procedures which might he unac-
ceptable to local code enfoncement agen-
cieg)., Cost escalation iy often caused
hy engineer's delay in fulfilling his re-
spongibilities  expeditiously. This is
manifest in cases where, after construe-
tion has begun, the contractor appeals
for the engineer’'s approval of key phases
of the work., These design delays may
include competing specifications, ap-
proval of shop drawings, of even clarifi-
cation of the basic plans for the project.

Round-Table Discussion

After the panelists presented their
gpecialized views, Moderator Plerce con-
ducted a round-table exchange in which
they elaborated on wome of their ob-
servations and commented on those of
their colleagues. The discussion re-
vealed the speakers' keen perception
of the infinite numbers of problems
in the vast sea of professional liability
vulnerability. A prime focal point is
the failure -— even by wveteran profes-
gionals -— to prepare properly for the
job, in all its phases. They overlook
many hecegsary precaubions in address-
ing the rigks and ramifications inherent
in a project, no matter how straightfor-
ward anrd uncomplicated eanly analysis
and planning might appear. These pre-
cautions are, principally: documentation
of fachs; well-prepared organization of
plans and gpecifications; and making
reasonahble, objective solutions to prob-
lems.

Audience Participates

The customary dquestion and answer
period followed the panelists’ talks and
the round-table discussion. Comments
and guestions covered the gamut of con-
tingent professional liability situations.
The panelists responded with forth-
rightness and clarity to the tough in-
quiries. Only the limitations of time
terminated the dialogue.

Section President McNatnee and Mo-
derator Pierce presented each speaker
the. Section’s Certificate of Appreciation
and a copy of the Phila. Section’s 1976
National ASCH Bicentennial Celebra-
tion Convention publication: “The His-
tory of Civil Engineering and Censtrue-
tion in the Delaware Valley.”

Thiz was an outstanding meeting, Mr.
Pierce and the panelists are to be con-
gratulated for arranging the exceilent
Program,

SECTION PARTICIPATES IN
ENGINEERS WEEK

Many Phila Section, ASCE mem-
bers will occupy official positions on the
1983 Engineers’ Week Committee for
the Delaware Valley,

1082 Engineer of the Year, Walter
B Spiegel, president of Walter F. Spie-
gel, Ine. Jenkintown, Pa, consulting
engineering firm, has been named Gen-
eral Chairman for the 1983 Engineers’
Week observance in Delaware Valley,
His appointment was announced by
Dapiel MceCusker, President of the Phil-
adelphia Chapter, Pennsylvania Society
of Professional Engineers, a (Civil Engi-
neer and Phila. Section member.

Alse announced was the appointment
of prominent Phila, Section member,
Norman G. Weintraub, Chief of Water
Conveyance of the Philadelphia Water
Department as Vice Chairman of Engi-
neers’ Week. Immediate Past Chairman
Dr, Robert M, Hoerder, Professor of
Civil Engineering at Drexel University,
Past President of the Phila. Section and
1981 Engineer of the Year in Delaware
Valley also confinues on the Committes.

The 1983 observamce will he held Feb-
ruary 18-26, 1983 in conjunction with
National Engineers’ Week, which will
focus attention on the theme "“Engi-
neers; Turning Ideas Into Reality.”
Some 50 engineering, scientific and tech-
nical societies sponsor the observance in
Delaware Valley.

The local observance will include a
career day for high school students, a
science teachers’ workshop, a compeli-
tion among college engineering students
for the best papers on the 1983 Nation-
al Engineers’ Week themc awards for
outstanding engineering achievements
in Delaware Valley, and election of an
Bngineer of the Year.

MeoCusker, who is Manager of Capital
Programs for the Philadelphia Water
Department, also announced the ap-
pointment of Sub-Committee Chairmen
and members. Phila. Section, ASCE
members appointed include:

Lt, Col. Victor A. Mayreus, of Cherry
Hill, N. J, is College and TUniversity
liaison; Stanley J, Snarski, Jr,, of Glou-
cester Township, N. J., Industry Fund-
Raising Chairman; Bayry Leatherman,
of Delran, Technical Society Liaison;
Leo ¥. O’Connor, (General Chairman of
the 1983 ASCE National Spring Con-
vention hosted by the Phila. Section)
of Havertown, is Engineering Achieve-
ments Chairman and Dr, Robert DL
Koerner is in charge of long range plan-

(continued on page 5}
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ENGINEERS WEEK
(continued from page 4)

ning., John J. Gillespie is in charge of
printed programs; XEenneth Zitomer,
Past President of the Phila. Section of
Olney, heads the Student Papers Com-
mittee; John J. McGarry, of Drexel Hill,
s in charge of arrangements for the
Pennjerdel Council hincheon held each
vear to honor the Engineer of the Year.

Other Comnittee Members include
Dr. Richard Woodring, Dean of the Col-
lege of Engineering, Drexel Unlversity,
of Erdenheimn,

The Phila. Section, ASCHE, iz always
an active participant in the Annual En-
gineers' Week and contributes to the
General Commitiee to help finance the
many activities,

e

Editor’'s Note: THE NEWS is indebted
to Past President James J. McPhilips
for the following tongue-in-cheek
gem, The concluding section of the
article follows (the first section ap-
peared in the October 1882 issue).

Beware The Wrath
Of Abibarshim!
Recently excavated clay itablets shed
new light on the most famous engineer-
ing failure in antiquity. Although some
of the words are conjectunal, this trans-
lation, containg a clear message for
modern engineers. Do you know some-
one who might benefit from this voice
from the past?
By Paul Pendragon
Translator

And he did answer, “O Great and
Merciful King, I be running short of bolt
tighteners.”

“Well, buy some more!”

“T have, O King, but each one either
getteth used up or runneth off as soon
as he learneth his trade.”

“Which is?”

“The Makers of Engines have de-
signed the granite facing panels such
that no man hath arms long nor thin
enough to reach the bols. Thus each
pane! requireth that a belt tightener
crawl behind and affix the bolts.”

(l’.SO?ll

“30 then he cannot get back out, ©
King, but ig entombed there forever”

I, Abibarshim, did then call for a re-
design which cost us three months and
one thousand gold talents. But the days
did pass and the tower had attained
only four tiers in height. Se I did go to
the Chief Scribe to inquire why.

{confinued on page 6)

As mentioned in the November, 1982
issue of THE NEWS, the Phila, Section
will host the National ASCH Spring
Convention in May, 1983. The key to
the Convention's successful accomplish.
ment, as proved by the Bicentennial
Year National ASCE Convention, held
in Philadelphia in October, 1976, ia the
full cooperation and participation by the
Membership of the Phila. Section: its
affiliate, The Reating Branch; and its
closely allied fellow Sections: Central
Pennsylvanta, Lehigh Valley, Pitts-
burgh, Delaware and New Jersey. Also,
Universities, Colleges, Technological
Schools and Institutes; Consulting Hn-
gineering firms amd their gtaffs, individ-
ually practicipg engineers and allied
professionals and technicians; Building
Contractors, Product Manufacturers,
and Trade Associations,

SUT BEVERY PHILADELPHIA SEC-
TION MEMBER IS OBLIGED TO ACT
INDIVIDUALLY A8 AN ATTEND-
ANCE PROMOTION REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF THE GENERAL CONVEN-
TION COMMITTEE., This means, of
course, full participation with your
spouse as Convention registranis for the
full 5-day period. If means prevailing
upon your associates and colleagues in

the Civil Engineering commnunity —
and their spouses — to come and reap

the benefity of a rewarding professional,
educational and social experience.

In the coming monlhs THE NEWS
and National ASCE publications (CIV-
II. ENGINEERING Magazine, The
ASCE National Newsletter, pericdic ex-

Fonvention Update
The 1983 ASCE National Spring Convention
MAY 16-20, 1983
Franklin Plaza Hotel, Philadelphia

planatory flyers, brochures and regis-
tration data and forms), will provide
full details of the Technical Sessions
and  Seminars; Continuing Bducation
Programs; spouse activities and hospi-
tality accommedations; City tours and
area road trips; special Breakfasts,
Luncheons and Dinners; entertainment
functions; Student Activities: and Post-
Convention events and programs.

Monthg of planning by the Philadel-
phia Section Convention Committee, un-
der the expert General Chairmanship of
Leo B, O’Cennor and his staff of dedi-
cated assistants, are rapidiy formulat-
ing the final design and bhlmeprint of the
spectacular and exciting Convention
coming to Philadelphia. T.eo and the
Committee are particularly fortunate,
too, in benefiting by the full participa-
tion, as Special Consultant, by James
W. McPhillips, General Chairman of the
memorable 1976 National ASCE Con-
vention hosted by the Philadelphia Sec-
tion. Jim McPhillips’ contribution of
hiy extraordinary talents will alleviate
the burdens of arranging the myriad
details involved in the planning and
execution of thiz enormous and impor-
tant function.

50 — MARK YOUR CALENDAR
AND SCHEDULE YOUR TIME NOW
TO TAKE FULL PART IN THE 1983
ASCE NATIONAL SPRING CONVEN-
TION, MAY 16 - 20, 1983 FRANK-
LIN PLAZA HOTEL, PHILADELPHIA
— HOSTED BY THE PHILADELPHIA
SECTION, ASCE,

“FeAeAre sk A Aok ok ok Aokoek ke

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY
Mary Rennjs Iosts Xmas Party

In a pleagant departure from former
years, the Waomen's Auxiliary of the
Phila. Section, ASCE Christmag Party
was something special this year. It was
hosted by Auxiliary Member Mary (Mrs,
Frank G.) Rennis, at her beautiful Vil-
lanova home, which wag well-decorated
for the occasicn. The event was almost
strictly social, with business discussion
at a minimum. A delicious lunch was
served, gifts were exchanged, Christmas
carols were sung, and general fun was

enjoyed in an atmosphere filled with the
spirit of the Holiday Season.

REveryone present enjoyed the party,
and the Auxiliary is deeply grateful to
Mary (and ¥Frank) for their generos-
ity and good wili,

Janunary Meeting with Main Section

There will be no Women’s Auxiliary
Luncheon-Meetings in January and Feb-
ruary, 1883, but members are urged to
attend the Joint Dinner Meeting with
the Main Secticn on Tuesday, January
11, 1683, at the Engineers’ Club (see full
details on Page one),




Page &

THE NEWS

January, 1983

BEWARE THE WRATH
{continued from page 35)

“0 King, we have been awaiting, lo,
these many months, the columns of
Corinthian marble for the fifth tier.”

“Is marble from Corinth so hard to
find, then?”

“Nay, Sire, but the Corinthian stone
cutters make columns only in heights
which be whole numbers of cubits. And
the Makers of Emgines have specified
colummns which be twelve cubits plus
eleven-geventeenths part of a cubit
Queh columns are not to be found in all
of Corinth as an off-the-shelf-item.”

“Well, let’s just change the drawings
andl round them off to thirteen cubits
evern."”

“Nay, Sire, for they mugt match un-
to the interior ecolumns, which are
bought pre.cut from Ionia and which
we have aplenty.”’

“Okay, we'll cuf the Iondan columns
down and go unto twelve cubit colummns
all around.”

“Nay, for the lonian columns be all
of one piece with their capitals. To
shorten them would mean cutting off
their capitals.”

“PWhat in the name of Marduk is
wrong with that? We can just fit new
capitals on top of the shortened col-
umnsg?’

“Nay again, Sire. The entire struc-
ture unto the very top is designed around
monobloc columns. To add new capi-
tals would weaken the fifth and higher
tiers and require a complete redesign!!”

T, Abibarshim, King of Kings, avouch
that 'Makers of Hngines, for all their
craft, kmow rot how to fly. For surely
the Chief of the Makers of Engines and
all his men would have flown down, had
they known how, from the fourth level
of my tower, from which parapet I, Abi-
barshim, King of Kings, had them
fung.

Therefore have I, Abibarshim, King
of Kings, created this Code and ordered
it displayved at the Coffee Machine and
all other places where hangeth out the
Designers of Buildings amd Makers of
Engines.

The Code Of Abibarshim

I
Onece thou decidest whal name to call a
thing, that shall be its pame forever
after, until eternity passeth. Nor sghalt
thou call any other thing by that name,
for each thing shall have a name unto
itgelf.

I1
And in like manner shall be the enumer-
ation of each thing.

T&UD Group — Prrexel Foint Mecting

The Phila. Section Transportation and
Urban Development Division will hold
a joint meeting with Drexel University
al 3:30 p.m. on January 2lst, 1983 at
Bldg. 3, Room 340, 32nd and Chesinut
Streets. Dr, Robert Taaswell, Director
Urban Transportation Center, Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago Circle will
speak on the subject New Concerns in
Urban Transportation Centers.

ITT
Continue not to design a thing unte per-
fection, for, verily, an oumce of timeli-
negs is more valuable than a pound of
perfection. Once thou hast approved a
design, go not back and improve it, un-
less of necessity most dire,

v
Cover not thy tracks but make thy cal-
culations plain, that those who follow
thee may trace any error to its begin-
nin~ and thus set it and all its brethren
upon the path of rightesusness,

v
And mock not the necessary papyrus
work, for it ig the handmaiden of what
thou createst in stone and iron. Com-
pletest all thy papyri as thou goest and
hoardest them not as a surprise for
manufacturing.

VI

Attendest first to that which hath the
most importance. Waste not time fix-
ing thy wind to heavy papyrus with
wire.
VI

Ha who designeth without a plan is like
he who rusheth forth irto darkness with-
out & torch. Rush not ere thou knowest
whither, for there are many snares and
pitfalls in the dark, and wild beasts to
reach up and hite thine ass or camel
on the path named Critical.

VIII

Specify not odd-ball sizes and kinds of

things, but desigh unto standards, that
the scribes may buy stuff off.the.shelf
and dabble not with specials,

X
Desgignest not assemblles which reguire
four arms to put together or operate.
Vearily, the guy we hire in these days
hath not four arms but ten thumbs.

X
Rermember well that all which thou de.
signest shall be a balance of time and
cost and quality and function. If theou
attendest not to all four, then miserable
shall be thy lot and brief thy employ-
ment (unless thou knewest how to fly).

Production Hngineering

ASCE DUES BILL AND
TECHNICAL GROUP DETAILS

Section members will notice in the
1983 dues bill froem National ASCE
Headguarters, that the PHILADRKL-
PHIA (SECTION) DUES is itemized
as $12.00. This amounf includes a 31
assessment for membership in one Phila.
Section Technical Group of your choice.
If you choose to be a member of more
than one Group, please add $1.00 for
each Group.

Also, because National’s bill did not
list the Technical Groups to which your
$1.00 payments were to be applied, you
are vequested io get in touch with the
Chairnen of the Techmical Groups of
your preference, so that their mesmber-
ship lists can be classified.

The appropriate individuals to contact
are the following:

Technical Group ILiaison
John E, Durrant
(Section Vice Pregident)
Phila, Water Department
Materials Testing Laboratory
th St. & Lehigh Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 1913:
(215) 686-1776 Ext 23-246
Associate Member Tormm
Margaret Yevies, President
215 8. 22nd St
Phila. PA 18105
(215) T32-4218
Constraction Group
i'redric L. Plotnick, Chairman
806 Hillton Lane
Elking Park, PA 19117
(215) 487-1443 or (215) 843-7310
Geotechnical Group
Dr, Ziyad 1. Hasami, Chairman
Stone & Webster Engineering Corp.
3 Executive Campus, P.O, Box H260
Cherry Hill, NT 08034
(609) 482-388%
Hydraulics & Sanitry Group
Darlene FceKinney, Chairman
(’Brien & Gere Engineers
1617 J. F. K. Blvd.
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 564-4282
Structoral Group
Stephen H. Golden, Chairman
Pennoni Associates, Inc.
1811 Axch St
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) H561-0460
Transportation & Urban
Bevelopment Group
David A, Novick, Chairman
Pargons, Brinckerhoff, Quade &
Douglas Inc.
150 Chestnut St.
Philadelphia, PA 18102
(215) 988-0896



