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JANUARY JOINT DINNER MEETING

Philadelphia Section, American Scciety of Civil Engineers
Reading Branch, American Society of Civil Engineers and
Delaware Valley Section, American Society of Highway Engineers

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2005

" RADISSON HOTEL, VALLEY FORGE = 1st Avenue & Gulph Road » Valley Forge, PA
Cocktails - 6:00 p.m. » Dinner — 7:00 p.m. ¢+ Meeting - 8:00 p.m. _
Cost $25 before January 10, 2005 $35 January 11 2005 and after, and a}t mﬁ? r ;;; 1.
[k Tirpereiseis

BLEELIBES 2
SUBJECT: Happenings on the Sclmylklll River

SPEAKER: Joseph R. Syrnick, P.E., Chief Executive Officer, Schuylkitl Rwer Development Cor-
poration (S8RDC)

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE THROUGH DELAWARE VALLEY SECTION, ASHE.
The Philadelphia Section, ASCE will NOT be accepting any reservations for this meeting. Checks
should NOT be sent to our Post Office Box and calls will NOT be accepted through the Section
Hotline. Payment for reservations must be received at ASHE by the January 10 deadline. Those
who reserve past this date, and walk-ins, will be charged the higher rate.

Walk-ins will be subject to acceptance on a space-available basis. THERE 13 NO GUARANTEE
THAT SPACE WILL BE AVAILABLE IF YOU DO NOT RESERVE A SPACE.

Checks for reservations should be sent to Delaware Valley Section ASHE, 1500 Walnut Street, Suite
1105, Philadelphia 19102. Checks should be made to “Delaware Valley Section ASHE”.

In May 2004, the first phase of the new Schuylkill River Park was officially dedicated and
opened. This project has been in development for over forty years and found its way to reality only
after the solution of a series of challenging real estate, legal, operational, and engineering design
issues. Additional projects are in the works to enhance and extend the Park and connect it to other
roadway bridges across the Schuylkill River to complete the original concept of the effort. With
oppertunities such as the replacement of the South Street Bridge and major rehabilitation of both the
Market Street and Kennedy Boulevard Bridges on the horizon, the coordination of the access and
aesthetic issues will be critical. )

Joe Syrnick, a Past National Director of ASCE and Past Phila. Section President, recently retired
from his position as Chief Engineer and Surveyor in the City of Philadelphia Department of Streets,

{Continued on Page 2)

e Wish You A Mevry Chrighrss.
...onda ﬁa]apy New '}gm'j

{feel free to add your own musicl)

Whatever holidays you celebrate this time of year, the Officers and
Board of Directors of the ASCE, Philadelphia Section join in
wishing all the best to our Members and their Families and Friends.

We hope they are safe, enjoyable and memorable.

i

SPONSOR PROFILE

Traffic Planning and Design, Inc.
Ranks 5" in the Nation and 1 in
PA as a Great Place to Work.

Judges for the fourth annual CE News maga-
zine Best Civil Engineering Firms To Work
For contest ranked Traffic Planning and Design,
Inc. (TPD} as the No. 5 firm on the prestigious list
of the top 50 best civil engineering firms to work

Tori ot st tales, T ddsind iddses for the
2004 Best Places To Work In PA contest ranked
TPD as the No. 1 firin on their list of the best
companies to work for in the Commonwealth.

All of the firms that participated in the con-
tests completed an extensive questionnaire about
workplace practices and allowed judges to con-
duct an anonymous Employee Satisfaction Survey
of their staff. The Employee Satisfaction Survey
ensures that employees” opinions — an inherently
important aspect to this type of ranking — were
considered strongly in assessing the many fine
firms in the competition.

TPD President, Kevin L. Johnson, P.E.,
stated, “TPD takes great pride in our high ranking
among s¢ many excellent organizations, espe-
cially given the fact that the opinions of our staff
members were included as a major portion of the
competition this year. We have many talented in-
dividuals who successfully plan and design great
engineering solutions, but a far greater challenge
is designing an environment in which our employ-
ees can grow as professionals while balancing
their personal obligations.”

Johnson alse noted the associated benefit real-
ized by TPD’s business partners. He stated, “our
suceess in recruiting and maintaining a group of
top-notch professionals means that our business
partners can count on consistency in terms of both

- the high quality of our work and the stability of

our staff. Business partners know they will be
working with the same engineers on their carrent
project and future projects due to our extremely
high employee retention rate of over 98%.”

TPD is an 80-member firm focused on trans-
portation engineering and related environmental
services. From offices in Harrisburg, Pottstown,

{Continyed on Page 4)
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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

During this Holiday Season, I trust that everyone reflects on the accom-
plishments of the year past, and plans for the challenges in the year ahead. Let
us look at the differences we made in our profession for the community, and
realize the importance of the role each of us plays each and every day. I chal-
lenge everyone to determine if there are additional activities that you can do to
better the corumunities that we live in, whether it be through our jobs, or the
volunteer activities that you perform.

Your ASCE, Philadelphia Section Board had a magnificent year. Under the
leadership of Allan Moore, the Section flourished with the culmination being
a beautiful evening at Sugarloaf at the Spring Social. Many Board members participated in Engineers
Week activities, participated in Science Fair judging, provided outreach to local schools, and the
Younger Member Forum participated in many community activities. I urge each of you to talk to a
Board member to see how you can get involved.

As we look into the New Year, the biggest challenge that we face as a community is the support
through federal funding for the many critical projects that are needed to keep our infrastructure safe and
reliable. The funding is needed to keep pace with the decaying roads, the additional demands on our
airports, and the upgrading and expanding of our transit systems to relieve congestion on the roads, and
reduce the pollutants congestion brings. Get involved! Write your Representatives and Senators and let
them know how important it is to keep up with the needs of our communities.

One of the major accomplishments during the past year was the completion of the Nationai Constitu-
tion Center. This Center captures the most imporiant eléments of our Country’s history within a magnifi-
cent structure. This structure was completed on time, with-a last minute push to open on July 4, 2004.
Besides the Engineering of the structure, the building provided educational valug in the many tours that
were given. Bath the design and construction of this building were tribates io the Engineering profession.

SECTION WEB SITE!

Our Section’s web site has taken on a new
look! Check us out at www.asce-philly.org.:
Make sure you bookmark this site to check on our
latest meetings and events, links and much more!
Comments and/or suggestions? Please contact us
either via our Electronic Message Hotline at
1-800-461-4190 (24 hours a day) or e-mail at
info@asce-philly.org.

I wish everyone the happiest of the New Year, and that _ybu will keep all of your resolations that you
make, and that this year will be better than last, both in this country and abroad. HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Sincerely,
Brian A. Stover, P.E.
President — Philadelphia Section, ASCE

January Joint Dinner Meeting
(Continued from Page I}

a position he held for the last 18 years of his
nearly 35-year career with the Department. As the
newly-installed CEO of SRDC, his charge is the
leadership of the private/public coordination ef-
forts and continued develepment to ensure that
the Park and its surrounding area, becoming
known as the “Schuylkill Gateway,” succeed. He
will present his insight on the plans and programs
for this exciting undertaking.

DIRECTIONS TO RADISSON HOTEL
VALLEY FORGE:

From Philadelphia via I-76 - take exit 327
(Mall Bivd.): Turn right onto Mall Blvd. at the
traffic signal at the end of the ramp. Turn right
onto Gulph Road at the next traffic signal. Foliow
Gulph Road for appreximately 2 miles to its inter-
section with 1st Avenue. The Radissen/Scanticon
complex will be on your right past 1st Avenue.
From Pennsylvania Turnpike: from the Phija-
delphia/Valley Forge interchange (exit 326), fol-
low I-76 to exit 327, the first exit past the toll
plaza (Gulph Read). Bear right on the ramp onto
Gulph Road. Follow Gulph Road for approxi-
mately 1 mile to its intersection with 1st Avenue.
The Radisson/Scanticon complex will be on your
right past 1st Avenue.

WHO GETS THE NEWS?

As of September, the Phila. Section, ASCE
has 1949 members assigned to us by National.
This-is based mainly on geographical preference

{members who both live and work within the.

boundaries of the Section are automatically cov-
ered, and those who either only live or work in
our coverage area have a choice of Sections). We
alse have a fairly high percentage of members
who pay our Section’s dues compared te other
Sections and Branches around the country.

Several years ago, the Sectior made an admin-
istrative decision that only those members who
paid Section dues would receive THE NEWS.
Generally, THE NEWS is sent o all assigned Sec-
tion members in October, just so all are up to speed
on Section events, and only Section dues-paying
members receive the following issues.

This year we have sent the first three editions
of THE NEWS to ail of our assigned members.
So, if you are not paying Section dues, you will
not be getting any more copies of THE NEWS
sent your way for the remainder of the season.

Since your dues renewal form has recently
been sent to you by National, it may be a good
time to consider the benefits of being a dues-pay-
ing member of the Section. We hope you will join
us if you are not already a member.

“FIRST, YOU GUESS. Don't laugh, this is the most important step. Then you compute
the consequences. Compare the consequences to experience. If it disagrees with
experience, the guess is wrong. In that simple statement is the key to science.

It doesn't matter how beautiful your guess is, or how smart you are; or what your name
is. If it disagrees with exnerience, it's wrong. That's all there is to it.”

— Richard Feynman, on how to discover & new law of physics
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YOUNGER MEMBER FORUM NEWS

by James Markham
- Forum Editor

Alyvson Radel Lester, P.E.
2004-2005 President

Urban Engineers, Inc.

530 Walnut Street, 14th Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19106

(215) 922-8081

arlester@urbanengineers.com

The Younger Member Forum (YMF) member-
ship includes college students, recent graduates and
young engineers, including Registered Professional
Engineers, who are 35 years of age or younger. The
objectives of the group are: 1) to provide network-
ing opportunities, 2) to interact with schools and

. the general public to promote civil engineering and
3) to enhance career development.

Young engineers or college students who
would like to become part of the YMF and be
added to the announcement list should contact
John Federice of Urban Enginéers, at secretary
@ymfphilly.com or at (215} 922-8081. There are
no fees to join!

YMF Volunteer Event
On the chilly morning of Saturday, Novem-
ber 13, 2004, David Hanly, Jason Hennessey,
Nicole Aloi, Jim Markham, Alyson Lester, and
Catherine Chomat formed the ASCE YMF team
at a volunteer event at Philabundance. The group
joined dozens of other volunteers in separating
. donated foeds into groups so that a second group
of volunteers later in the day could fill Thanksgiv-
ing baskets for families in need. The group had a
great time while helping out a great cause. Special
thanks to Catherine Chomat, who organized the
event, and to Alyson Lester who stuffed us all
with breakfast muffins so we wouldn't be tempted
to take the food!

Technical Meeting

On October 13, 2004, the YMF held the first
technical meeting of the year at the Municipal
Services Building. Lane Fike, P.E. from the City
of Philadelphia Streets Department gave a half
hour presentation on the Germantown Avenue
Bridge Replacement and then answered queéstions
from the audience.

The Germantown Avenue Bridge crosses the
Wissahickon Creek in Chestnut Hill in the far
northwestern corner of Philadelphia, is within the
City’s Fairmount Park and adjacent to Chestnut
Hill College. The new structure replaces a 9-span
bridge built in 1920 on plers dating 1o the late
1700’s.

The new bridge was designed by URS Inc.
and the prime contractor was Neshaminy Con-
structors. It is a 3-span 313-foot curved girder
bridge with two 11-foot travel lanes separated by
a 4-foot granite block median, two 5-foot bicycle
lanes, and a pedestrian promenade.

Coming Attractions

The YMF Annual Winter/Holiday Social
has been scheduled for Thursday, January 13,
2005 at McGillin’s Old Ale House. RSVPs should
be emailed to rsvp @ymfphilly.com by January
6, 2005,

FEBRUARY JOINT DINNER MEETING

Philadelphia Section, American Society of Civil Engineers and
New Jersey Section, South Jersey Branch, American Society of Civil Engineers

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 17, 2005

WYNDHAM HOTEL * Route 73 * Mount Laurel, MJ
Cocktails — 5:30 p.m. # Dinner — 6:30 p.m. « Meeting — 7:30 p.m.
SUBJECT: PATCO’s Future Plans
SPEAKER: Robert A. Box, P.E., General Manager, Port Authority Transii Corporation

RESERVATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2005. Please send
your check for the number of attendees at $30 per member or guest, $15 per ASCE Student Member.
Checks should be made payable to “Phifadelphia Section ASCE” and sent to ASCE, PO Box 58186,
Philadelphia, PA 19102-8186. Reservations can also be made on the Electronic Message Center,
800-461-4190, or via e-mail at info@asce-philly.org. Walk-ins will be subject to acceptance on a
space-available basis. THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT SPACE WILL BE AVAILABLE IF

YOU DO NOT RESERVE A SPACE.

SPECIAL FEATURE: Swarthmore College Night. The ‘ASCE Student Chapter, Faculty and
Alumni of the Department of Engineering of Swarthmore College will be honored at this meeting.
All Students, Faculty and Alumni are cordially invited to participate.

Member Spotlight

Sheri M. Miller, P.E. serves as a Business
Development Engineer for Turner Construction’s
Philadelphia Business Unit, pursuing future
projects and further developing pre-existing rela-
tionships with clients within Philadelphia and the
surrounding suburbs. Sheri joined Turner in 2002
working out of their Somerset, NJ office in its
Special Projects Division and relocated to Phila-
delphia last fall.

Prior to joining Turner, Sheri traveled regu-
larly to manage international cable station con-
struction projects for Tyco Telecommunications
i Panama, Spain, Portugal and France. She spent
the first five years of her career as a civil and en-
vironmental design engineer for Camp Dresser
and McKee in Edison, NJ concentrating in waste-
water treatment design and construction. During
her 10 years of industry experience, Shen has de-
veloped a unique combination of leadership expe-
rience in international project management, con-
struction management, cost estimating, civil and
environmental engineering design.

She earned her BS in Civil Engineering from
Lehigh University, and completed her Masters in
Civil Engineering at Rutgers University. Shen is
aiso a Professional Engineer licensed in the State
of New Jersey, and is a member of the American

T?ﬂs is the group of over 30 pamcapamx w the YMF
tour of the Ben Franklin Bridge on September 10,
2004. YMF President Alyson Lester is in the first
row, far right (the one wearing the hardhat).

Society of Civil Engineers, Chi Epsilon National
Civil Engineering Society, the National Associa-
tion of Women in Construction and donates her
- time to the ACE Mentoring Program. Sheri and
her husband, Rich, reside in Chester County.

Catherine Chomat hard at work at the YMF’s
Fairmount Park Trail project.

..and, Greg Lester doing the same.
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GRAMMAR QUIZ ANSWERS

Last month, we presented a reprint of an ar-
ticle on grammar, punctuation and usage. At the
end of the article, there was a quiz consisting of
five sentences. Each of the sentences contains one
erTor in grammar or punctuation. Can you correct

all of the errors? As a reminder, the sentences are -

repeated below.

1. A group of young engineers are working
together to boost company morale.

2. Just because many of our competitors are
filing for bankruptcy is no reason that we should
lay down on the job.

3. The most likely candidate is a P.E. with
five years of experience; someone who has
worked in both the public and private sectors.

4. Any software which exceeds $1,000 must
be approved by the chief financial officer.

5. The grammar course was a pre-requisite for

the composition course I took at the university.

And here are the long-awaited answers:

1. A group of young engineers i3 working to-
gether to boost company morale (see “Problems
in subject/verb agreement).

2. Just because many of our competitors are
filing for bankruptcy is no reason that we should
lie down on the job.

The verbs “lay” and “lie” are commonly con-
fused. To lie means to repose or rest. To lay
means to put or place. However, “lay” is the past-
tense of “lie.” If you're confused, see the sen-
tences below.

To lie (rest)

Present: Today, I lie on my bed.

Past: Yesterday, I lay on my bed.

Past participle: I have often lain on my bed. -

To lay (put)

Present: Today, I lay my book on the table.

Past: Yesterday, I laid my book on the table.

Past participle: I have often laid my book on
the table. o

3. The most likely candidate is a P.E. with
five years of experience: someone who has
worked in both the public and private sectors:

Many people confuse semicolons and colons.
In strength, a semicolen is in between a comma
and a period; it is used to link two complete sen-
tences. A colon is used 1o introduce a list or a long
example that explains or elaborates what came
before the colen. The information to the right of a
colon may be a complete sentence or a fragment.
The information to the right of a semicolon must
be a complete sentence. In this example, a colon
is needed instead of a semicolon because the in-
formation to the right of the punctuation mark is
not a complete sentence and is used to explain
further the information presented to the left.

4, Any software that exceeds $1,000 must be
approved by the chief financial officer.

Most grammarians snggest using “which” for
clauses that could be put in parentheses or re-
moved entirely (nonrestrictive clauses) and “that”
for clauses that cannot be removed without dis-
torting the meaning of the sentence (restrictive
clauses). A better solution, suggested by a reader,
also eliminates the passive voice: “The chief fi-

nancial officer must approve the purchase of any
software that costs more than $1,000.”
5. The grammar course was a prerequisite for
the composition course I took at the university.
In general, a hyphen is required between a
prefix and a base word in a few instances: when a

| prefix ends in a vowel and a base word begins

with the same vowel (anti-intéllectual), when it’s
needed to prevent the reader from mistaking the
word you're using with another word (refuse ver-
sus re-fuse), when the base word is capitalized
{un-American), when the base is a number (pre-
1990), when the prefix is “self-" (self-addressed),
or when the word may be mispronounced without
a hyphen (co-op). When in doubt, consult a dictio-
nary. There is no hyphen in “prerequisite.”

So, how’d you do?

= 0 correct — you very likely graduated at the
top of your class in engineering school.

= 1 or 2 correct — you’re probably a great engi-
neer since you’ve replaced all that useless gram-
mar knowledge in your brain with much more
important technical data.

+ 3 correct - your memory’s better than you

“ think, or you got some help from lucky guesses.

~ * 4 comect —all those threats that Sister Mary
Innocent made in 5 grade obviously paid off, and
you've managed not to suppress all the memories!

=5 correct — would you like to be the Interim

- Editor of THE NEWS?
The 20 most commonly misspelled words are:

1. their/there/they're; 2. too/to; 3. a lot; 4. notice-
able; 5. receive; 6. lose; 7. you're/your; 8. an/and;
9, develop; 10. definitely; 11. than/then; 12. be-
lieve; 13. occurred; 14. affect; 15. cannot; 16.
separate; 17. success; 18. through; 19. until; 20.
where.

" Engineers have found a way to put misspelled

“and accommodate on this list also!

Keep in mind that sometimes you may spell
the intended word incorrectly and your computer
checker may let it go as correct, since you haven’t
misspelled it, but you've misused it. This often

‘happens with the following homonyms:-

1. their/there/they’re; 2. too/to; 3. weathet/
whether; 4. accept/except; 5. who’s/whose; 6. its/
it’s; 7. your/you're; 8. affectfeffect.

That ends today’s grammar lesson. Now get
back to Engineering!

Sponsor Profile
(Continued from Page 1)

and the Lehigh Valley, TPD serves public and pri-
vate clients in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Dela-
ware, Maryland and Virginia.

For more information, please contact joe
Platt (jplatt@trafficpd.com or 610-326-3100) or
visit www.TrafficPD.com.

TPD will be the featured Meeting Sponsor at
the ASCE, Phila. Section January meeting.

“The South produced statesmen and
soldiers, planters and doctors, lawyers and
poets, but certainly not engineers or mechan-
ics. Let Yankees adopt such low callings.”

— from Margaret Mitchell's “Gone With the Wind"

2005 ENGINEERS WEEK -

RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER!

The 2005 celebration of Engineers Week '
will take place from Friday, February 18 to Sat-
urday, February 26, 2005. As you may be
aware, Engineers Week is held in February each
year to highlight the birthday of our nation’s first
president, George Washington, who supported ex-
tensive engineering and surveying activities
throughont his military service. It is a time during
which various engineering accomplishments
throughout the nation are cited and honored. Lo-
cally, Engineers Week programs have been held
since 1953, and these include the selection of the
Delaware Valley Engineer of the Year, the Dela-
ware Valley Young Engineer of the Year, and
other honors.

Engineers Week’s activities will kick off with
the Proclamation Luncheon at the Union League
on Friday, February 18, with the 2005 Delaware
Valley Engineer of the Year, Donaid Dalessandro,

. as the guest of honor.

The 2005 Delaware Valley Young Engineer
of the Year will be cited at the Young Engineer
dinner on Wedmnesday, February 23, 2005, at the
McCall Country Club, Upper Darby.

The culmination of the Week’s events, the
Engineers Week Banquet, will take place at
Villanova University’s Conferece Center on Sat-
urday, February 26, 2005. Numerous award .
winners and projects will be recognized, incliding
the Engineer of the Year, the Young Engineer of
the Year, the Outstanding Engineering Achieve-
ments in the Delaware Valley, the Outstanding
Math Teachers, Student Paper Contest winners,
Scholarship recipients, and the winners of the lo-
cal Future City Competition.

Please consult the Delaware Valley Engineers
Week Council’s website, www.dvewc.org, for
moze details and information on prices and reser-
vations for these events.

The Phila. Section, ASCE is well represented on
the Delaware Valley Engineers Week Council,
which coordinates Engineers Week activities locally.

GET YOUR NEWS ELECTRONICALLY!

You can get THE NEWS on your computer,
directly via e-mail, and all you have to do is ask!
Over 200 of your fellow Section members

“have chosen the electronic version of THE NEWS

since this service began a few years ago. If you
elect the e-mail option, you can get THE NEWS
sent to the computer of your choice (home, work,

- wherever) and therefore will see it about a week

before the mailed copy might reach your maifbox.

You crn also choose to get THE NEWS in
both formats (hard copy and e-mail) if you prefer. '

If you would like more information or would °
like to enrtoll in the e-mail list, please contact us
through the Section website, our electronic mes-
sage hotline, or via “snail mail” through our Post
Office Box.
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION 2005
AWARDS PROGRAM

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN!

The ASCE, Phila. Section’s Awards Program
for 2005 is now open for nominations. These
Awards recognize Section members and others for
their contributions to the Civil Engineering pro-
fession. All Awards will be presented at the
Spring Social/Dinner Dance, which will be con-
ducted on Friday, May 6, 2005, (More informa-
tion on the Spring Social will be included in up-
coming issues of THE NEWS.)

GUIDELINES/RULES

= Nominations must be postmarked by Friday,
February 11, 2005, or faxed to the Awards
Committee Chair by the close of business that
day. Nominations should be submitted on nomi-
nation forms which are avaitable from the Com-
mittée Chair.

Individuals may be nominated for awards by a
member in any grade of membership.
Individuals may receive only one award in a
single year, but may be nominated for more than
one award in a single year.

Award recipients are subject to the approval of
the Section’s Board of Directors.

All awards are presented only in years in which,
in the judgement of the Selection Committee or
the Board, there is at least one suitable candi-
date.

The Selection Committee, at its discretion, may
nominate an alternate for each Award for Board
consideration.

The Selection Committee will recommend to
the Board whether the recipient should also be
nominated for applicable National or Regional
awards by the Section.

A nominee for any award MUST be a member
in good standing of the Philadelphia Section in
the year in which the nomination is made, with
two exceptions (Government Service Award
and Philadelphia History and Heritage Award).
For these awards, membership in the Philadel-
phia Section, ASCE is NOT required.

o

°

HAVE AN ARTICLE? SEND IT IN!

THE NEWS welcomes articles, submissions,
‘photos and just about anything that can be printed
if you think it would be of benefit to the Section
membership. If you have something you would
like to share in these pages, please contact the In-
terim Editor about it,

Craig R. Calabria, Ph.D., P.E.
Arthur H, Dvinoff, Ph.D,, P.E.
Ram D. Singh, Ph.D., P.E.

GeoSystems Gonsultants, Inc.

Engineering, Earth Sciences and
Geotechnical Laboratory Testing

514 Pennsylvania Avenue
Fort Washington, PA 12034

W, 0e0systams.com

Telephona: 215-854-3600
Fax: 215-643-3440

AWARDS

The Phila. Section, ASCE has a total of 13
awards which cover varjous specialty areas. In ad-
dition, the Section President can nominate an indi-
vidual for the Presidential Award at his‘her discre-
tion. The awards are as follows:
= Philadelphia Civil Engineer of the Year
+ Philadelphia Young Civil Engineer of the Year
 Philadelphia Governmeni Engineer of the Year
* Philadelphia Young Government Engineer of

the Year

» Government Service Award
+* Educator of the Year
* Philadelphia History and Heritage Award
Individual Technical Awards:
« Civil Engineering Manager of the Year
» Construction Engineer of the Year
« Geotechnical Engineer of the Year
 Structural Engineer of the Year
* Transportation Engineer of the Year
+ Water Resources Engineer of the Year

If you are interested in submitting a nomina-
tion for consideration, please contact Bob
Wright, Committee Chair, at (215) 686-5538,
e-mail: robert.wright @phila.gov to obtain a

nomination form. You may also call Bob if you
have any questions or need any additional infor-

mation on the Section Awards Program.
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Be careful about reading
health books.
You may die of a misprint.

— Mark Twain

VILLANOVA SHORT COURSE -
HYDROLOGIC MODELING

Villanova announces a short course on The
Corps of Engineers Hydrologic Engineering
Center’s Hydrologic Modeling System. The
course will be held on Villanova’s Campus Janu-
ary 12-14, 2005.

This course has been designed to familiarize
the civil and environmental engineer with both the
theoretical and practical aspects of using HEC-
HMS, the surface water hydrology computer
model developed by the Hydrologic Engineering
Center of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
HEC-HMS is the second of the Next Generation

.(NexGen) engineering software packages to be

released by the Corps. HEC-HMS replaces HEC-
1, much as HEC-RAS replaced HEC-2. Villanova
offers training on both HEC-RAS and HEC-HMS.

The instructors, Robert G. Traver, Ph.D.,
and Ronald C. Chatterton, Pk.D., have exten-
sive consulting, research, and acadermic experi-
ence with hydrologic models. Villanova provided
feedback in the HEC-HMS development process.

Each course participant will receive the latest
HEC-HMS software, program documentation, and
course notes. The program software is not copy
protected. 2.5 CEU's will be awarded. The course
‘will begin on January 12, 2003, at 9:00 AM and
‘will finish on January 14, 2005 at 12:30 PM. En-

“ rollment is limited. Further details may be found on
“the VUSP-homepage at www.villanova.edw/
- YUSP.

Corporate
Headquariets
O Drexel Plazg
3501 Market Street
Phiadelphia, PA 19104
Py 215.222.3000
Fak: 218,222 089!
WWW. DEnRngnl.com
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- Peirce Engineering, Inc.
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John J. Peirce, P.E. & Jennifer L. Peirce, P.E.

3736 Stoughton Road, Collegevilie, A 19426
Phone: {610} 489-1163  Fax: (610) 454-7741
Email: PeirceEngr@aol.com

Karen Jehanian, PE =
President
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FROM THE ANNALS OF THE
SECTION’S HISTORY...

MEETING LOCATIONS

The Main Section Meeting program has
settled in at a new home at the Union League in
Center City. For the past two years, most of the
main Meetings have been held there, the major
exceptions being joint meetings with other societ-
ies and associations at their “home bases”. Over
the past 15 years or so, however, the Section has
intermittently wandered in search of a “home” lo-
cation. Those of you who remember the halcyon
days of the Engineers Club may wonder why its
space is not used by the Section any more. Well,
wonder no more. .,

Way back in the “dark ages™ (also known as
B.C. — Before Computers!), the Section’s func-
tions were nearly exclusively held at the Engi-
neers Club. Before 1990, the Club had its own
building at 1317 Spruce Street, and most engi-
neering societies used its meeting space facilitics,
When the Sectton first started using the Club for
its gatherings is a good question (and hopefuily
someone reading this knows the answer!). The
food there will certainly bring back memories

» (and we won’t say whether they are good or bad
ones — we’ll leave it at “interesting™!) The tubs
full of complimentary cold bottles of beer usually
found around the meeting room probably contrib-
ute to the memories (or lack thereof) of the Club's
cuisine.

The Section, as a rule “went it alone” with
meetings, unlike the current scenario in which we
have several joint efforts with other groups. The
lone exception to this for quite a while was the
annual meeting co-sponsored by the Society of
American Military Engineers (SAME), Philadei-
phia Post. The first such joint affair was con-
ducted in April 1959. (This author, still in diapers
at the time, was not there to partake!}

In January 1989, as an experiment, the Sec-
tion scheduled a joint mecting with the American
Society of Highway Engineers (ASHE), Delaware
Valley Section at ASHE’s “home base”, the King
of Prussia Holiday Inn. This has continued to be
held almost every year since then (it was skipped
in 1995 because of a scheduling conflict). This
was also, to the best of this author’s knowledge,
the first time the Section ventured outside the con-
fings of the City of Philadelphia for a main Sec-
tion meeting. (Again, if someone knows differ-
ently, this information would be appreciated.)

Things began to change, although not entirely
by choice, when, in February 1990, the Engineers
Club sold its building and moved to new quarters in
the Public Ledger Building. While the Club, in its
new spot, still had the use of the meeting space of
the adjacent Downtown Club, it was not as readily
available and was less convenient (o the Section’s
membership. The Section was therefore forced to
explore other venues for Section meetings,

A new emphasis was put on joint gatherings
which could share the meeting spaces used by
other organizations. One such place was the
Harbour League Club in Camden, where the
South Jersey Branch ASCE conducted its meet-

ings. A joint effort with Sonth Jerseytwas first
held in March 1991 and this function has been
scheduled every season since then. The Harbour
League Club, a popular location with our
Section’s members, unfortunately closed its doors

in 2002, forcing the South Jersey Branch joint

gathering to other places.

For the 1991-92 season, a new “home base”
was established at the Naval Base Officers Club,
long the location of the SAME joint meetings.
The Section stayed there for several dates, except
for some joint gatherings at other locations,
through the 1993-94 season. In the latter part of
that season, the Section was advised that the Club
would be closing. As the song goes, on the road
again. ..

During this same period, the Section began to
become a “nomad” of sorts. A number of new and
different venues were tried, including Fisher’s
Restaurant in Northeast Philadelphia in March
1994. Williamson’s Restaurant on City Avenue in
Bala Cynwyd was established as the Section’s
new home by President Bill Thomsen in the 1994.-
95 season. The Section found this to be a comfort-
able and convenient spot, and remained at
Williamson’s until the end of the 2001-02 season.
Under President Ruben David, a push began to re-
connect the Section to Center City and, accord-
ingly, meetings were moved to the Union League
in the 2002-03 season. (Williamson's closed its
doors this past summer — are you sensing a pattern
here!?)

Joint meetings have also expanded to include
other groups such as the American Concrete Insti-
tute, American Public Works Association, Insti-
tutes of Transportation Engineers, Women’s

Transportation Seminar, Pennsylvania Society of.

Professional Engineers and others. The January
meeting in the King of Prussia/Valley Forge area
has also become a convenient time and spot to in-
vite our Reading Branch to co-sponsor that event.

This season, our plan is for three meetings
(October, March and April) at the Union League,
and four on others” turf (November with ACI in
Valley Forge, December at SAME’s location at
the Airport Hilton, January in Valley Forge with
ASHE, and February in New J ersey with South
Jersey Branch ASCE). The Jjoint arrangements
with other groups, which have been quite success-
ful, will continue.

So why not use the Engineers Club? Well, the
Club itseif moved from the Downtown Club to the
Racquet Club in 1995. As with the Downtown
Club, the Racquet Club has very limited facilities
available for gatherings such as our main Meet-
ings. Thus, we have explored other options, such
as the Union League.

2y ANG ASSOCIATES, INC.
§ Consulting Engineers/Construction Managers

Design and Construction Services for:
Public and Private Facilities; Transportation;
Institutional; Educational; Industrial;
Cominercial and Residentia] Projects

Penn Treaty Park Place Bldg. Tel: (215) 427-8700
1341 N. Delaware Ave., Suite 500 Fax: (215} 427-8710

A mentor/protégé partner of CSA Group

OK. Now for a quiz! Your job is to count the
number of times the word “meetin g” or any of its
synonyms were used in this article. If you come -

up with the correct number, you win the honor '

and glory of winning and a special assignment to
help with articles like this in the future! There
may be another special prize involved here, so if
you feel brave, please send your count to the Ji-
terim Editor to be included in the contest.

WORD ORIGIN CORNER —

MACADAM

Many of you already know that John L.
McAdam, a Scotsman, developed several innova-
tive road-building techniques in the mid-19th cen-
tury. McAdam’s methods generally involved the
use of small stones, between 1 inch and 215
inches in diameter. ‘This mixture, as he noted,
“shall unite by its own angles so as to form a
solid, hard surface.” Perhaps most importantly,
the mixture would keep water from seeping into
the roadway base, a significant problem which
faced road constructors at the time.

McAdam later experimented with a mixture
that consisted almost entirely of 2-inch stone. This
later became known, incorrectly, as “macadam.”

Workers in the field did not always have pre-
cise instruments to measure the diameter of the
stone close at hand. Knowing this, McAdam in-
structed them to use only those stones that could
fit into their mouths,

We can only imagine that the evolution of
dental plans as a benefit for workers probably got
its start somewhere about this time also?

WWW.LSAETOUD, COM

THOUGHT FOR THIS MONTH

General George Washington Goethals, the US
Army officer who was in charge of the construc-
tion of the Panama Canal, was considered fora
post on the AASHO (now AASHTO) Joint Board
on Interstate Highways in 1924. He declined, of-
fering that he often found boards “long, narrow
and wooden.”

—

TANTALA ASSOCIATES
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SALARY AND BENEFITS MEMBERS IN THE NEWS PHILA. SECTION, ASCE SEEKS
SURVEY - PART 2 May Welcomes New Addition HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS

In the October edition of THE NEWS, we
presented the results of the 2004 Salary and Ben-
efits Survey. Space limitations precluded the pub-
lishing of the accompanying graph. We had in-

" tended to get the graph into the November issue
and once again ran out of space. Finaily, we have
the graph for your edification!

2004 Salary and Benefits Survay

$180,000 -
$160,000
$140,000
%$120,000
$100,000

$80,000

Annual Satary

860,000
$40,000

%20,000 &

Q0PS!

The staff of THE NEWS would like to correct
three errors in the November edition.

On page 3, the Sponsor Profile article had an
incomplete first sentence. The sentence should read:

“Structural Engineer’ magazine selected
Timothy Haahs & Associates, Inc., of Blue Bell,
Pennsylvania, as one of the ‘Best Places to Work’,
awarding the firm 4th place in a nationwide com-
petition among consulting structural engineering
companies.” (The underlined portion was inad-
vertently omitted.)

And, on page 4, in the “Make Peace with
Grammar and Punctuation™ article (as huck would
" have it!), the portion of the first sentence in paren-
theses managed to violate the first-mentioned
common error — subject/verb agreement — and it

should also end with a period. The sentence

should read:

“... {not that any of us actually needs this in-
formation!).” ‘

Obviously, the Interim Editer seems to need
this information, and will be staying after class for
the foreseeable future to atone for this mistake on
his part!

Lastly, on page 9, in the *From the Annals of
the Section’s History — Part 27, the last sentence
of the first paragraph managed to violate still an-
other grammar rule. The sentence read, *This
* year, we're doing it a little different.” The last
word should be an adverb — “differently.” Thanks
to Shelly Kinbar for pointing this out to us.

McCormick
moesies Taylor

T Cormmeroe Squam, 2007 dlarket Sweel 10th Foar
Princeiplis, PA 19103
Phora 2155924300  Faws 21559206432

v LTk eyl Lo

Past Section President Sandra May experi-
enced a blessed event on Friday, August 13 with
the arrival of her son, Brysan Dane, Little Brysan
was 21" inches in height and tipped the scales at
7 pounds 8 ounces. Mom (Sandra) assures us that
he’s a “joy” and that his big sister, Shayla, is han-
dling everything nicely..

In the “small world” department, Brysan
shares his birthday with Past Section President
Ruben David (see November’s “Members in The
News”). The youthful Ruben, as we know, is a
few (1) years older than Brysan.

POSITIONS AVAILABLE IN ALL OFFICES
MARK 5, MAYHEW, PE ROBERT MC ANALLY, PE
Regicnal Manager Regional Manager
Chaifont, PA West Chester, PA

267-956-1020 610-918-9200

www. tayiorwiseman.com

ENGINEERING = SURVEYING = PLANNING

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
SUBSURFACE UTLITY ENGINEERING

FOR CITY HALL

In November, the Phila. Section, ASCE sub-
mitted Philadelphia City Hall for consideration as
a National Civil Engineering Historic Landmark.
The submission package was assembled by Past
Section President Ruben David, who is, on his
“day job”, the Project Manager for the City Hall
Rehabilitation effort.

You may have seen a National Historic Land-
mark plaque on the north portal of City Hail in-
side the coartyard, and you may be wondering,
isn’t it already a landmark? The plaque actuaily

" cites the City’s water supply system. The location

of City Hall, Center Square, was actually oceu-
pied by one of the City’s reservoirs at one time.

The Section thanks Ruben for still another job
well done, both on City Hall and the nomination
package, and Service Point (formerly Charrette
Prographics) for its donation of the reproduction
service for the nomination package.

. "\J lez, INC.
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NOVEMBER JOINT DINNER MEETING

November 17, 2004

Sheraton Hotel-Park Ridge, King of Prussia, PA

“The Saint James Washington Square Building”
By James Markham, Staff Writer

For the November dinner meeting, the Phila-
delphia Section of ASCE joined with the Dela-
ware Valley Chapter of the American Concrete
Institute (ACI) at the Sheraton Hotel — Park Ridge
in King of Prussia. After a nice social hour,
Ralph Calistro, of Chris P. Stefanos Associates,
Inc. gave an informative presentation on the de-
sign features and challenges of The Saint James,
a new concrete residential building on Washing-
ton Square.

Chapter President Vic Scotese and Section
President Brian Stover opened the meeting with
several announcements, before intreducing Dr.
Edward Glynn, a member of the Civil Engineer-
ing Faculty at Villanova University. After telling
us a bit about the program at Villanova, he intro-
duced the Villanova ASCE Student Chapter mem-
bers who were present at the meeting. Chapter
President Rob Guinivan shared with us the many
activities in which this very busy chapter has been
involved recently.

Mr. Calistro began his presentation on
Phitadelphia’s newest (and tallest at 498 feet) resi-
dential tower, The St. James, with some of the
pro’s and con’s of choosing a concrete structure
rather than a steel structure. Some of the pro’s in-
cluded the very smail floor depth (8™), the result-

ing lower overall height of the building, and better
fireproofing. Some of the con’s included, the
longer construction schedule, the affect of the
weather on the construction, the need for con-
stantly shoring and re-shoring as the project as-
cended, and the exposed concrete walls on the fi-
nal building. In the final analysis, it was deter-
mined that the benefits of the concrete structure
outweighed the difficulties and thus a concrete
design was begun.

Mr. Calistro described several of the design
features. He presented a very colorful dynamic
picture of the loads on the various floors, and
noted that one of the biggest challenges was on
the transfer level where the load on the columns
for the residential floors, had to be shifted to the
columns for the garage floors at the bottom of the
building. Another feature that anyone walking by
may have noticed is that the building is built im-
mediately adjacent to the facades of historic build-
ings on Walnut Street, including the landmark

PSFS Bank branch. These facades were eventu-

ally attached to the new building and incorporated
into its design.

After Mr. Calistro described the design of the
building, other members of the construction team
joined him on for a brief panel discussion of the

construction phase of the project. These panelists

included, Jim Morrissey of JDM Materials, Mike

Delo, of L.F. Driscoll, and Paul Spiegel of US

Engineering Laboratories. Together, they an-

swered several questions from the inquisitive au-

dience.

After the question and answer period, Presi-
dents Scotese and Stover thanked the presenters
and gave them some small tokens of our apprecia-
tion. )
Some fun facts about the St. James from
WWW.emporis.com:

« The St. James is Philadelphia’s tallest residen-
tial tower.

« It surpassed the Loews Philadelphia Hotel
(former PSFS Building ~ the PSFS letters re-
main atop it} as the tallest building east of
Broad Street. The Loews, completed in 1932, is
38 stories tall.

= The tower was constructed on the west side of
the lot, while the historic PSFS Bank branch
overlooking Washington Square at the south-
west corner of 7th and Walnut Streets was
renovated into office and restaurant space.

¢ Studio, one-bedroom, two-bedroom, and three-
bedroom apartments are available. Only the
studios do not have balconies.

» A sun deck, health club, and 60-foot indoor
pool are located on the 11th floor.

= A parking garage, exclusively for residents,
makes up the first nine floors.

DECEMBER JOINT DINNER MEETING

December 8, 2004

“Navy Yard Master Plan”

By Bob Wright, Interim Editor

A rancous crowd of over 100 attendees par-
ticipated in the joint meeting of the Society of
American Military Engineers (SAME), Philadel-
phia Post and the ASCE, Phila. Section on
Wednesday, December §, 2004. Post President
Eric Stahl opened the meeting with several re-
marks and passed the microphone to Section
President Brian Stever, who made a few an-
nouncements. Younger Member Forum President
Alyson Lester also updated everyone on the
Forum’s current activities.

President Stahl introduced the evening’s
speaker, Carmen Zappile, Serior Project Man-
ager for the Philadelphia Industrial Development
Corporation (PIDC). Mr. Zappile was a last-
minie substitute for the advertised presenters,
Peter Longsireth, Executive Director, PIDC, and
John Grady, Senior Vice President, PIDC, who
were both unable to attend. As those present
wouid find out by the meeting’s end, Mr. Zappile
fulfilled this challenging role quite well. He did
mention that part of his attraction to the Navy
Yard might be related to the fact that his grand-
parents met there in 1945.

Mr. Zappile began with an overview of the
Philadelphia Navy Yard and PIDC’s efforts to
re-shape and market the facility for re-use after its
closure as an active naval base eight years ago. He
noted that it has 1000 acres and 56 miles of

streets, roughly the same size as Center City. It
has been divided into four zones in the master
plan for re-use — intermodal, mixed use, indus-
trial and shipyard. The concentration of the talk
would be on the mixed use zone, where most of
the current redevelopment is focused.

Mr. Zappile highlighted this zone, which is
subclassified, from west to east, into five planning
areas. The overall zone encompasses 239 acres,
roughly 25% of the Yard, and will need about $52
million in infrastructure improvements to bring it
“up to speed.” The sub-zones are:

s Corporate Center — the first new building will
be completed in September 2005.

¢ Historic Core — this area has many older
buildings that will be renovated. There is also a
mile of waterfront that adds to its appeal. Urban
Outfitters has recently signed on to occupy part
of this area.

* Research Park — local colleges will partner
with the Navy in this area.

« Marina District — this could be office or resi-
dential, but no long-term vision has been set.
Economic market factors will likely dictate the
final use. .

= East End — no long-term plans have been de-
veloped.

Among the infrastructure improvements
needed, Mr. Zappile categorized the lack of ad-

Airport Hilton, Philadelphia, PA

equate electric distribution and water/sewer facili-
ties as key challenges. Transportation connec-
tions, especially to the adjacent areas of the City,
are sorely lacking. Plans are in the works to ad-
dress these deficiencies. As an example, Mr.
Zappile noted the proposed extension of the
Broad Street Subway into the Navy Yard, a
project first considered in 1966 at a cost of $15
million. Today, it will cost $250 million. Some
thoughts have been offered to construct a PATCO
branch from New Jersey into the Yard, but the
cost of this has not been estimated.

Open space will be a key part of the Yard’s
redevelopment. Over 13 acres will be devoted to
wetland mitigation and parks. The first, Crescent
Park, will be completed shortly. An ambitions
Riverfront Esplanade along the Delaware River
will require the rehabilitation of an over-100-year-
old seawall. Mr. Zappile added that sustainable
design is the goal, with desires to preserve the
Yard as a walkable area.

There are Engineering challenges throughout
the Yard. The scil is mainly fill and not great.
Many environmental problems are present. Exist-
ing infrastructure is both inadeqguate and poorly
documented. Despite these problems, Mr. Zappile
remained optimistic about the Yard’s success in
the future.

Several insightful questions were posed from
the audience and ably answered by Mr. Zappile.

Presidents Stahl and Stover thanked Mr.
Zappile and gave him tokens of appreciation from
the Post and Section.
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IF YOU REMEMBER WHAT A
 SLIDE RULE IS...

This article appeared recently on Purdue
University’s website. Those of us over the age of 45
or so will recall when we had slide rules strapped to
our belts. Those of you younger than 45 have prob-
ably seen slide rules on the desks of old-timers and
wondered what purpose they serve. Those of you
under 35 see a slide rule and wonder what that
funny-looking ruler thingy is, and why anyone
would bother to use it instead of a calculator, or you
may be puzzled as to where the batteries go.

THE NEWS offers this just in case those in
the clder group were thinking about places to visit

on your vacatjons this year...
* ok ok

Astronauts Neil Armstrong and Jerry Ross,
along with about 200 other Purdue University
afumni, have added their slide rules to a new ex-
hibit at their alma mater that testifies to the past
mathematical prowess of these computational de-
vices. The permanent display, on the first floor of
the university’s Potter Engineering Center, houses
the pre-digital analytical marvels, some of which
were made in the 19th century and range in length
from a few inches to seven feet.

“There was a point in time when the slide rule
was king,” said James Alleman, a professor of civil
engineering who began collecting the slide rules
from alumni 15 years ago. “During a period of about
400 years, anything anybody built that was of any
magnitude would have required a slide rule.”

Then, in the early 1970s Hewlett Packard
| came out with the firgt commercial calculator, the
HP-35, signaling an end to the slide rule’s domi-
nance in scientific computing. Purdue alumnus
and retired civil engineering professor Robert
Miles fondly recalls the calculator’s debut.

“We bought 10 HP-35s and had six installed
in the civil engineering structures lab,” said Miles,
who helped design the display and paid for its
construction. “Those six calculators were miysteri-
ously missing within about {two weeks, even
though they were chained down.”

Although calculators revolutionized the world
of computation for engineers, scientists and stu-
dents, they also introduced a disturbing educa-
tional trend. “Many people who push the buttons
on calculators don’t really know what the num-
bers mean, while on a slide rule you had to ana-
lyze where the decimal point went, and you had to
better understand the mathematics,” said Miles,
who tavught civil engineering at Purdue for 40
years, retiring in 1990. He also holds a bachelor’s
degrec and master’s degree in civil engineering
from Purdue.

“A slide rule gives you an amazing amount of
computational ability, and people today don’t
even remember what these things are capable of
doing,” Miles said.

Alleman said he began collecting the slide rules
out of personal interest and for a display to coincide
with civil engineering’s centennial celebration in
- 1987, The new glass-enclosed wall exhibit includes
7/ slide rules from four astronauts who are Purdue
alumni: Armstrong, the first man to walk on the
moon; Ross, who has logged more space-walking
hours than any other astronant; Richard Covey and

(Continned on Page 10)

MEET THE ASCE, PHILA.
SECTION’S OFFICERS &
BOARD MEMBERS

Here is information on some of the ASCE; Phila,
Section’s Officers for the 2004-05 season. More
will follow in upcoming editions of THE NEWS.

James Markham, P.E., Director
Tim is a Project Engineer for the Transporta-
tion Division of Pennoni Associates, in Philadel-
phia where he has worked since 1999. He gradu-
ated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1993.
He is an active member of the Younger Member
Forum, and is currently serving his first term on
the Philadelphia Section Board of Directors. He
lives in the Queen Village section of Philadelphia.

Kristen Bowman Kavanagh, P.E.,
Secretary

Kristen is a Project Manager in the Philadel-
phia office of Flow Science Incorporated where
she specializes in hydrodynamic and water quality
modeling of lakes, reservoirs, rivers, and coastal
discharges. Kristen holds degrees in Civil Engi-
neering from Stanford University (B.S. and M.S.,
1995) and is a Professional Engineer in both
Pennsylvania and California. Kristen has previ-
ously served the Section as President of the
Younger Member Forum and was named the 2002
Philadelphia Young Civil Engineer of the Year.
She is also a member of the American Water
Works Association, the North American Lake
Management Society, and the American Council
of Engineering Companies.

Thomas W. Brady, P.E,,
Membership Secretary

Tom is a Senior Highway Project Manager at
Vollmer Associates LLP Kennett Square office.
Tom holds degrees in Civil Engineering from
Drexel University (BS-1993) and from Villanova
University (MS-1999). Tom previcusly served the
Section on the Younger Member Forum Board
and also created their logo. He is an active mem-
ber of ASHE and the Engineers’ Club of Philadel-
phia. He was a finalist for the 2004 Delaware Val-
ley Young Engineer of the Year. He and Sharon,
his wife, and children, Catherine and Victoria, re-
side in Exton.

Robert M. Wright, P.E.,
Interim Editor

Bob is the current Interim Editor of the
Section’s newsletter, THE NEWS. He has served
the Section in several capacities since 1981 and
was Section President in 1993-94, Bob is the
Manager of the Transportation Engineering and
Planning Section of the Engineering Division of
the Philadelphia Department of Streets. He has
been employed by the City since his graduation
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1979. Dur-
ing his career, he has been involved with the plan-
ning and design of major highway improvement
projects-for the City. His position includes liaison
and coordipation with the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Interstate and major
highway construction and improvement programs
within the City.

THE WHAT IS HISTORIGC?

In the “you’ve got to be kidding me” depari-
ment, here’s an item reported in a recent issue of
“Cinders,” the newsletter of the Philadelphia
Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society.

The massive porcelain urinals in the Amtrak/
Green Mountain Railroad station in Bellows Falls,
Vermont are historic! The town wants to convert
the station, built in 1922, inte a $3 miilion
intermodal center. If plans to save the urinais fall
through, they might be donated to the American
Sanitary Plumbing Museum in Worcester, Massa-
chusetts. )

Photos of the historic urinals are available
online at www.urinal.net.

We are not making this up!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! -

The following new members were added to
the Section’s rolls in November:

Corinne Abrams, Daniel Archdeacon,
Leonorh Beckley, Steven Bhardwaj, Candace
Bradford, Andrew Brown, Frances Bui, Richard
Burrell, Michael Cann, Anthony Cavallo, Damen
Cherenzia, Michael College, Stephen Cosenza,
Steven Davidheiser, Jennifer Dietrich, Theodore
Dmytryk, Gary Dragona, Derek Durkin, Walid
El-Morshedy, Bryan Enslein, James Eways,
James Faddis, Michael Ford, Matthew Forsyth,
James Gardner, Keith Graham, Pamela Hans,
Keith Hass, Jessica Hawthome, Roger Heffernan,
Jeffrey Herrera, Denis Hulme, Alejandro
Jauregui, Alex Kahaikin, Melisa Keskin, William

. Lambing, Brian Legare, Michael Lese, David

Lisanti, Mark Lotto, Jaclyn Marge, Zenon
Markewycz, Michael Martignetti, Douglas Mayer,
Kieran Mcnamara, Megan Miller, Anthony
Munoz, Nicole Needle, Ngoc-Thuy Nguyen, Wil-
liam Off, Sara Olson, Mark Onesky, Christie
Pace, Michael Padula, Sharon Perez-Suarez, Lea
Pineda, Nadia Rattley, Lindsay Rehl, Genevieve
Reilly, Jacqueline Reilly, Michael Rohl, Pete
Rose, John Rowe, Justin Ruby, Ramon Ruiz,
Ashot Sargsyan, Andrew Schwaiger, Ann
Schweihs, Thomas Shannon, Bart Shippee,
Rebecea Sichler, Stefanie Smith, Andrew Stoeri,
Martin Swaggard, Gregory Teich, Michae] Tho-
mas, Craig Van Collie, Dawn Vanderwende,
Edwin Van Otoo, Terry Wagaman, Douglas
Waite, Alexander Waldman, Zachary Warren,
Tared Wigger, Darrell Wilder, Joseph Wintz, Scout
Yeager, and Athena Yiantsos.

Dlgktal Reprographics
Document Management
Facilities Management

Service Point

Formerly Charrette ProGraphics

John Deary Regional Manager

4321 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Tel (215) 667-0777

Fax (216} 567-9588

jdeary @servicepoinlusa.com
servieepointusa.com
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Construction 2004'2005 SEASON

Brian Stover, P.E., Acting Chairman.
Urban Engineers, Inc.
530 Walnut St., 14th Fleor
Philadelphia, PA 19106
(215) 922-8080

Structaral
Dr. Mohiuddin (Ali) Khan, P.E., Chairman
Manager, Bridge Division
STV Incorporated
820 Bear Tavern, Suite 105
Trenton, NJ 08628
{609) 530-9618

Transportation

William T. Thomsen, P.E., Acting Chairman
Urban Engineers Inc.
530 Walnut St., 14th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106
(215)922-8080

Engineering Management

Dennis M. MacBride, P.E., Co-Chairman
SEPTA
1234 Market Street, 12th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 580-3404

William J. Mulloy, P.E., Co-Chairman
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Wanamaker Building
106 Penn Square East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390
(215) 656-6583

Delaware Valley Geo Institute (DVGI)
Allen Cadden, P.E., Chairman
Schrabel Engineering Associates, Inc.
510 East Gay Street
West Chester, PA 19380
(610) 696-6066

TELERRATING OUR
107 ANNYERSANY

ERING

8ROUP, INC. ]

LIEDA A. BAYSEP, P.E.
PREMCEFAL
GIYAL/EAYIRONNTINFAL BHAIRTEHN

4 Shester County Commons
Matyprs, #A 1B355
W ra tepgrap

Phiong. 106958300
Fax. 610-547-1960
Emaf; infolzatiapgroug tom

ENVIROHMENFAL SCIENCE

B CIVIL ENGE

Panning + Designs + Eaviroamental
Program & Construction Management + Spacialty Services

I MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! Please keep in mind that this information, as always, is
to the best of our knowledge at press time, bat it is also TENTATIVE and sabject to future change.
ALL DINNER MEETINGS (except as noted): Cocktails — 5:30 pm; Dinner — 6:30 pm; Meet-
ing - 7:30 pm. All dinner and/or luncheon meetings have discounted prices for students. In addition, .
all are welcome (o attend meetings without having the meal, at no charge.

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Thursday, April 21, 2005
: League.

Friday, May 6, 2005

Joint Meeting with Women’s Transportation Seminar, Phila-
delphia Section » South Jersey Transportation Authority
Master Plan » Union League

Philadelphia International Airport Expansion » Unicn

The Annual Spring Social and Dinner Dance at the
Sugarloaf Conference Center in Chestnut Hill.

This schedule will be updated and repeated in THE NEWS throughout the coming season.

Slide Rule
(Continued from Page 9)

Roy Bridges. Eugene Cernan, the last man to walk
on the moon and also & Purdue alumnus, has prom-
ised to send his slide rule, as well.  ~

“There are a lot of human stories here,”
Alleman said. “If these slide rules could talk —
because of all the alumni who donated these
things - I am sure they would each tell remark-
able stortes about projects they were used on.”

The display, which is roughly 6 feet high and
12 feet long, “is sort of a history of slide rules,” he
said. “Our gigantic 7-foot-long slide rules really
catch your eye, and then as you get up close the

display kind of pulls you in with the story that it.

tells,” Alleman said.

The exhibit is arranged in a series of panels
about the history of slide rules, recounting how
English scientists developed the devices. It all
began in 1614, when Scottish mathematician John
Napier discovered the logarithm, with which mul-
tiplication and division could then be completed

using addition and subtraction. Six years later,
English mathematician Edmund Gunter created a
number line in which the positions of numbers
were proportional to their logarithms, and in 1632
fellow countryman William Oughtred used
Gunter’s approach to invent the first slide rule.

The display includes cylindrical slide rules
and slide rules made of metal, wood, bamboo,
paper and plastic.

The largest slide rules were used in classes to
teach students how to use them, Miles said. “Taking
a course to leam how to use a slide rule was manda-
tory at one time,” he said. “And from then on you
used it for the rest of your academic career.”
Interim Editor’s note — some of us still have ‘em.
Whether we still use them, well, why should we,
when there are calculators, and log tables are so
hard to find?!

Solutions
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Future
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THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS!

You could be looking at your business card in
this space instead of this notice. Your card
could be here among those of your colleagues
and competitors. 1f you would like to be a
Section Sponsor, please contact Interim Edi-
tor Bob Wright at (215) 686-5538.

Phone: B10,688,7066
Fax: 610.688.7085
wavw geostructures.net
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